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The site was visited with Mary Field of the Gwent Wildlife Trust on the 10th October 2007. We walked across the site, noting relevant features, but were not able to look in detail at all the proposed reserve, and in particular the northern part was not visited. This note is based on those observations, and compares them to the 1847 tithe map and the 1886 Ordnance Survey map. For a full understanding of the site a more detailed study would be required.
· The name ‘Wyeswood Common’ has been recently created by the Gwent Wildlife Trust for an area of approximately 103 acres, consisting mainly of fields belonging to Glyn Farm. The farm buildings of Glyn Farm lie immediately outside the area of ‘Wyeswood Common’ and the new name has been used to give it a separate identity from Glyn Farm, linked to the land-use history of the wider Trellech Ridge. 
· Wyeswood Common lies on the eastern slopes of the Trellech ridge overlooking the Wye Valley. The bedrock consists of old red sand stone with some quartz conglomerate. There is clear evidence of quarrying on the site.
· To the west lies Upper Glynn Farm, and land that was once part of Penallt Common (enclosed in 1810).

· To the north is the small valley of the Black Brook, which flows into the Wye. Glyn is the Welsh for ‘Valley’ and Glyn Farm is just outside the proposed reserve.

· To the east is a sunken lane called Barn Lane, and beyond that is woodland reaching down to the River Wye.
· To the south is Pentwyn Farm and other fields lying to the north of Lone Lane.
· The site now consists of 10 fields, both arable and pasture, with one small wood. There is also evidence of at least three quarries (now containing seasonal ponds), two stone working areas or dumps, two ruined buildings, dry stone walls used as field boundaries, and the line of a former lane near the largest quarry.
· Quarrying seems to be carried out when the landowner or farmer needed stone for a particular job, rather than as a major industry. Building stone and wall stone were presumably the main reasons for quarrying – although many millstones were also made in the area.

· In 1847 the tithe map shows at least 28 fields, and although many of the original field boundaries still exist, others are no longer visible, and in some cases new field boundaries have been created.
· “Wyeswood Common” has not always been a single unit belonging to Glynn Farm. The ownership has changed over the years with William Meredith of Glynn Farm and William Addis as the principal farmers in 1844, in the award of tithe payments for land shown on the 1847 map.
· The field systems and quarries presumably date to well before the 19th century, and may be part of an early enclosure of Penallt Common in the late medieval or early post-medieval period. A survey of the estates of the duke of Beaufort in 1777 does not show the area at that time to be part of Penallt Common.
Description of Present Fields 
Field (1) The top field. OS Field 3856.
This is the most western and highest field, and has been cultivated. In 1847 it was made up of three fields and part of a fourth field.

· Tithe Field No 350 (part of field). “The Seven Acres” arable. Owned and farmed by William Meredith of Glyn Farm.
· Tithe Field No. 351. “Upper Cae [field]Pentwyn” arable. Owned and farmed by William Meredith of Glyn Farm.

· Tithe Field 352. “Lower Cae Pentwyn” grass. Owned and farmed by William Meredith of Glyn Farm.

· Tithe Field 391. “Callum Tross” grass. Owned by Henry Morgan Clifford and Tudor Thomas. Farmed by William Gunter.

Field (2) The quarry field. OS Field 7143. 
This is the southern-most field and contains the largest quarry (abandoned by 1847 and now with a seasonal pond inside it). In 1847 it was made up of nine fields plus the quarry. A track or lane came from the south and ended below the quarry.
· Tithe Field No. 325. “Tyr Sannell” arable. Owned by William Clifford. Farmed by William Addis.

· Tithe Field No. 356. “Little Cae Willy George” arable. Owned by William Clifford and farmed by William Addis 
· Tithe Field No. 357. “Cae Sockey” arable and brake. Owned by William Clifford and farmed by William Addis. 
· Tithe Field No. 358. [not noted] 
· Tithe Field No. 359.”Cae Baldwins” arable. Owned by Wiiliam Clifford and farmed by William Addis.
· Tithe Field No. 360. “Cae ba Sykeitch” [Little parched field?] arable. Owned by Henry Burrell and farmed by Richard Jones.
Tithe Field No 361. “Cae Cailth Lower” arable. Owned and farmed by John Prosser. 
· Tithe Field No. 362. “Cae Cailth Upper” arable. Owned and farmed by John Prosser.
· Tithe Field No. 365.”Cae Binka& Wughel” grass. Owned and farmed by John Prosser.
Field (3) - centre area. OS Field No. 7467. 
In 1847 this consisted of two fields.
· Tithe Field No. 336 “Great Cae Willy George” arable. Owned by William Clifford and farmed by William Addis. 
· Tithe Field No. 355 “The Three Acres” arable. Owned and farmed by William Meredith.
Field (4) - below field (3). OS Field No. 9276.
In 1847 this consisted of parts of 3 fields.

· Tithe Field No. 334. (part) “Wood Lain” arable. Owned by William Clifford and farmed by William Addis.
· Tithe Field No. 335. (part) “The Llain” arable. Owned and farmed by William Meredith. 
· Tithe Field No. 337 (part) “Cae Mawr” arable. Owned and farmed by William Meredith. 
Field (5) - small field east of Glyn Farm. OS Field No. ?
In 1847 this was part of one field.

· Tithe Field No. 341.(part) “Great Meadow” grass. Owned and farmed by William Meredith. 
Field (6) – northern side of proposed reserve. OS Field No. 8390.
In 1847 this consisted of three fields and part of two more fields. The northern boundary is irregular reflecting the edge of adjoining woodland known as Pen-y-graig Wood [the wood at the end of the rocks]. A small building stood on the northern boundary of the present field– at the end of a short lane.
· Tithe Field No. 337. (part) “Cae Mawr” arable. Owned and farmed by George Meredith. 
· Tithe Field No. 338 “Far Coekin Ground” arable. Owned and farmed by George Meredith.
· Tithe Field No. 339. “Little Coekin” arable. Owned and farmed by George Meredith.
· Tithe Field No. 340. “Barn Field” grass. Owned and farmed by George Meredith.
· Tithe Field No. 341. (part) “Great Meadow” grass. Owned and farmed by George Meredith.

Field (7) – east of fields (3) and (4). OS Field No. 9861.
In 1847 this was two fields. At the western corner of the field is a small quarry, now containing a seasonal pond. Half way along the western edge is a small mound at the top of a ridge. It had once been used for dumping quarried stone, some of which still have chisel marks. It is just possible that the mound could predate the quarried stone, and may even be prehistoric. At the northern corner is a sunken area next to the gate, with more dumped stone. 
· Tithe Field No. 326. “Llivas” arable. William Meredith farmer and owner.
· Tithe Field No. 328. “Cae Cathlin” arable. William Clifford owner and William Addis farmer.
Field (8) – eastern edge of the proposed reserve. OS Field No. 1579.
In 1847 this consisted of three fields and part of two more fields. The present field has a sunken lane (Barn Lane) on its eastern boundary. There is the ruin of a stone building next to the lane in what was tithe field No 331, known as “Barn Fold and Field”. In view of this it is likely that the ruin was a barn, and that Barn Lane was named after it. 
· Tithe Field No. 334. (part) “Wood Lain” arable. Owned by William Clifford and farmed by William Addis.
· Tithe Field No. 335 (part) “The Lain” arable. Owned and farmed by William Meredith.
· Tithe Field No. 329. “Rough Field” arable. Owned by Henry Morgan Clifford and farmed by William Addis.
· Tithe Field No. 330.”Clock Lain” grass. Owned by William Clifford and farmed by William Addis.
· Tithe Field No.331. “Barn Fold & Field” Owner by William Clifford and farmed by William Addis. 
Field (9) – south-eastern corner of the proposed reserve. 
OS Field No. 9944.
In 1847 this consisted of one field. At the north-eastern corner is a small quarry containing a seasonal pond.
· Tithe Field No. 324. “Cae Ruin” arable. Owned and farmed by William Meredith.

Field (10) – Wooded area near the north-eastern corner of the proposed reserve. OS Field No ?
In 1847 this consisted of 1 field. In 1886 it is referred to as “Newbarn Wood”. A quantity of stone had been laid in the wood at the south-eastern end, where the wood projects into the adjacent field..
· Tithe field No. 333. “New Barn Wood” wood. Owned and used by William Clifford.
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