Gwent Wildlife Trust – Volunteer Vacancies  –  July  2011
	Working parties
	
	There are working parties meeting at many of our reserves throughout the year  For more details about meeting dates, and locations, please contact the relevant leaders : -




	First Sunday in the month
	Wildlife in Newport Group (WING)

	Roger + Julia James  -  01633  215627

	Second Sunday in each month
	Strawberry Cottage Wood, Abergavenny

	John Faragher  -  01873  851562

	Every Tuesday and Thursday
10.00-15.00
	Silent Valley, Ebbw Vale
	Tom Eyles – 07788 – 56 54 59

	Last Sunday of each month
	Wysewood Common, Monmouth


	Keith Allen  -  01600 860351

	Every Wednesday
	Gwent Levellers Group working at Magor Marsh  and Solutia Meadows
	Richard Bakere  -  07891 044007

	Occasional
	Dan-y-Graig, Risca
	Richard Bakere  -  07891 044007

	Every Thursday 
1000 - 1600
	Trellech + Wye Valley reserves
	Jan Kinchington – 07564  47 86 24



	For any of the vacancies below – email Val Jackson, the Volunteer Officer, at VJackson@GwentWildLife.org with your details and also complete the volunteer enrolment form at -  http://www.gwentwildlife.org/volunteers/GWTVolunteerEnrolmentFormV3.doc



	Surveys
	Nestbox Monitoring team
	There are places available within the nestbox monitoring team for the 2012 season. We are extending the scheme to many more of our reserves, so there may well be one near to you.  Training would be provided.  The next session of nestbox monitoring will now start in April 2012 but we would like to hear now from anyone interested in joining the team.



	
	Surveys at GWT Reserves  
	Surveys planned  include Wild Flowers, Grasses, Butterflies, Moths, Amphibians + Reptiles, Bumblebees, and Dragonflies.  Existing skills are preferred, but we are attempting to arrange training in all these areas.


	
	Phase 1 Habitat Surveys

	During 2011, there will be a number of Phase 1 Habitat Surveys taking place in Blaenau Gwent and the Gloucestershire AONB.  These will be undertaken by GWT staff, but we have been offered the opportunity for volunteers to accompany them, if they are able to attend during weekdays.
 

It would provide a perfect opportunity for learning the methods of assessing habitat types by botanical identification, and also land management techniques, or consolidating knowledge already learnt.



	
	Wild Flower Surveys on GWT reserves
	There is an on-going project to survey all the GWT reserves, to record all the wild flowers in each reserve, and put that information, including some photographs, on our web site.  This season, over 20 of our reserves were surveyed, but there are many more that need to be adopted for the 2012 season.  Ideally the reserves would be surveyed in April/May and then again in July/August.  No botanical qualifications are required, just an ability to reference a wild flower guide.  All the lists will be checked by a specialist before publication.


	
	Gwent’s Living Churchyards Project
	Gwent’s churchyards provide havens for wildlife to thrive. If you know of a churchyard in Gwent with potential wildlife appeal, would like to learn more or are keen to develop a living churchyards group in your area please contact: -  Rebecca Price, Living Churchyards Project Officer, on 01600 740358 or  rprice@gwentwildlife.org Or contact VJackson@gwentwildlife.org  for the latest list of churches already involved.


	
	Volunteer Shepherds
	Not quite surveying – but we now have a beautiful flock of  Hebridean sheep, who will be helping us manage the meadows at Pentwyn Farm and New Grove Meadows. They have to be checked each day, so we have a team of volunteers who check on a fortnightly rota.  If you would like to join the team (training is provided), please contact Tim Green on tgreen@gwentwildlife.org  - or ring him on  01600 740358.


	Publication Sales
	Management of Publication Distribution 
	Gwent Wildlife Trust publishes Reserves guides, membership leaflets, and, the Events Guide for the year.  The management of the distribution of these publications, across the wide area covered by the Trust, via a team of enthusiastic volunteers, is regarded as a very important role. There is currently a vacancy for that role.


	Fundraising
	Community Fundraising
	This could be a very satisfying role for the right volunteer, or volunteers.  There is great potential for community fundraising, through raffles, sponsored walks, sponsored bird-watches, etc.  This would provide opportunities for involvement with schools, community groups, Rotary Clubs, and similar. GWT is the local wildlife organisation for these groups. We can provide the support, but we do not have sufficient resources to interface to the breadth of community organisations in our area.

	
	
	

	
	Fund raising with Art Work sales
	Assistance is needed with the distribution of art work to sales outlets, mainly within Monmouthshire

	
	
	

	Administration
	Wildlife Watch magazines mailing

  
	Every 2 months we send out 800 Wildlife Watch magazines to our junior members.  These need to be put into envelopes, and have address and franking labels attached.  We have a small team who regard this as more of a social occasion than a chore !! ..and we have vacancies in that team.


	
	Manning the phone at Dingestow
	We have a team of volunteers who answer the phone in Dingestow for a few hours at a time.  We are always looking for new members for that team, particularly to cover for holidays etc.

	
	
	

	
	Filing GWT staff documents
	A good understanding of the Trust activities would be required for this, as it is vital that documents are filed correctly. Obviously the work will need to take place at Dingestow during office hours.


	
	GWT Clothing Sales

	GWT sells a wide range of Trust branded clothing, including shirts, sweaters and fleeces. This helps promote the Trust and generates an income.     A volunteer is needed to manage these sales. This would involve placing orders in response to requests, topping up stocks for events, and managing the receipts.  .We also need a team of volunteers willing to attend events and sell our clothing, and we also occasionally need assistance in the collection of the clothing from the supplier in Lydney.

	
	
	

	
	Co-ordinator for Campaign Letter Writers
	Whenever we run campaigns we ask our members to write letters, but not everyone wants to do this. Other organisations, like RSPB and WWF, keep a list of people who are willing to write to their AMs or MPs, and we really need to do the same. 
 We therefore need a volunteer to compile a emailing list for campaigning work, so that we can send out a standard letter – confident that it will be signed and sent promptly. 

We already have some lists of people who have been involved with previous campaigns, and those people need to be contacted to see if they would like to be on a general list. A plea for letter writers would also go out in the E-News, Facebook, website and Wild About Gwent.
This job needs someone who understands how and why we campaign, can write a short article asking people to join the list, and who can manage the Excel spreadsheet with peoples details



	Education
	Education support


	There are volunteer opportunities within the GWT Education teams, based at Magor Marsh and Ebbw Vale.  These range from the support of current activities, to helping to develop new ones. Qualified teachers and those with previous experience of environmental education would be particularly welcome.  

	
	Education web page support


	We are also looking for a volunteer to revise the GWT education web pages on a regular basis to promote the activities and provide enhanced resources. Web design knowledge is not necessary, but basic PC skills would be required.


	Giving Talks
	Giving Talks to local groups
	GWT has many opportunities to promote our work for wildlife by giving talks to groups like the WI, and local Church groups.  Presentation material is available, but we do need people willing to go out and present to these groups, usually on weekday evenings. Coaching would be provided

	
	
	


	Miscellaneous
	Mystery Shopping
	We are looking for volunteers to visit the locations where our recruitment agency staff are recruiting.  We need an on-going assessment of their activities for the purpose of quality control.


	
	New Members Welcome calling team  
	We have vacancies in our team of volunteers who, between them, ring all the GWT members who have joined the Trust in the previous months. The idea is to make sure that new members are made to feel welcome and to pass on any questions to members of GWT staff.  A script is provided and coaching could be given. This scheme has been very successful over recent months, and new members greatly appreciate receiving the calls. You would only be allocated the number you had time for each month.


	
	Wildlife articles for our quarterly magazine Wildlife in Gwent

	You will, no doubt have seen our new up-market Wildlife in Gwent magazine.  We are hoping to expand this still further and, to do so, we need more articles, and it would be great if some of these could come from our volunteers.   It would be ideal to have a bank of articles written about nature, specific or general, or places in Gwent, that could be used in the magazine.  .
 
Major articles would always need to be supported by photos, but the author wouldn’t necessarily need to source the photos themselves, unless it was something very specific or peculiar to themselves.  Please email any potential articles or suggested subjects to Rachael on rdaniels@gwentwildlife.org.

	
	
	

	
	Recordings of Bird song

	We are planning to develop the Trust website by adding recordings of bird songs, so we can direct people to our site to listen to them, rather than always sending them to the RSPB site.  The recordings need to be copyright free – that is, recorded by the person who’s letting us have them.  If you do have any that you could give us (we will, of course, include a credit) do please get in touch with Denis Jackson on djackson@gwentwildlife.org .


