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Thank you!
First and foremost a huge thank you to O2 and Monmouthshire County Council for funding that has enabled us to do significant work on the site, to our graziers for their understanding and open attitude towards the construction of our hibernaculum, to our partnership organisation the Forestry Commission for their support, and most especially to our staff and volunteers of the day, without whom the event would not have been possible:

· Corus employees

· Kaleidoscope group

· Green Key Group

· Gwent Levellers Group

· Forestry Commission employees

· GWT employees and trustee
The Event

The event was a great success, with many benefits achieved for both wildlife and people.

We completed a fantastic hibernaculum and we hope to see reptiles such as common lizards, adders and slow worms using it to bask this summer and hibernate this coming winter. We also managed very tidy jobs on the gate and the strainer post! 
Children will be able to start monitoring the hibernaculum during the coming forest school season, and so enhance their outdoor education, and our graziers will have a much easier time moving their stock onto the meadow for conservation grazing to take place. 
It was good to see so many people enjoying themselves whilst doing something positive for the environment and community, and we certainly couldn't have done it without our volunteers of the day!

 

Lower Minnetts Field Reserve Information
Lower Minuets Field Local Wildlife Site is a fine example of semi-improved, species rich, calcareous grassland. Species include agrimony, lady’s bedstraw and common spotted orchids. This small rural site is managed primarily for its grassland, which is rare in the county. It is currently managed as a hay meadow, with an annual late summer hay cut and aftermath grazing by a few sheep and horses. 

The Reserve is owned by the Forestry Commission but managed by Gwent Wildlife Trust who has a 10 year management agreement to maintain the site for its wildlife value.

The site is especially important for education, and the species rich nature of the grassland and diversity of habitats ensures there are plenty of plant and insect species to be observed by children attending the nearby forest school. The addition of the reptile hibernaculum will add greatly to the species rich nature and educational value of the site, and will hopefully serve to dispel some of the more negative myths surrounding these shy and fascinating creatures.
The Hibernaculum Project
Hibernacula are places where reptiles of all species can safely bask, hibernate, reproduce and feed. The aim is to achieve a structure partly below and partly above ground where, no matter the outside temperature and weather, reptiles can find dry, frost free places to take shelter.

Volunteers and GWT

Volunteers can make all the difference in the management of a nature reserve – giving their time, effort and enthusiasm to do work that the Trust would otherwise not be able to do. Volunteers have always been vital to the Trust and never more so than now in this period of financial difficulty.

Partnerships

Much of the work at Lower Minuets Field has been achieved through working in partnership with volunteers and other organisations - work has been supported by an O2 Community Award and a grant from Monmouthshire County Council’s Agenda 21 scheme. The Forestry Commission have supplied infrastructure on the site including a name sign and gates. Volunteers are especially important in maintaining the reserve and Gwent Wildlife Trust is grateful to all who helped on the day, especially Corus employees, who have offered to come again!
Picture Diary of the Day
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Initial tools talk before the real work started!

c Doug Danter (Corus)
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The hibernaculum hole (or “snake pit” as it became known!)
c Doug Danter (Corus)
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The first stages of construction….

c Doug Danter (Corus)
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Half way through! Constructing the second layer of chambers and tunnels. We initially lined the hole with brash in order to provide warmth as it rots down. We then added a layer of small stones and rubble for drainage. On top of this layer we built the first set of connected chambers and tunnels out of large rocks, which we roofed with sturdy poles and brash. We then covered this with an insulating layer of small stone and soil (though we left plenty of holes and crevices for access into the layer of chambers. We also installed some pipe to connect our chamber layers). We then started the process again! We managed two chamber layers before we had to create the final mound of mixed stone, brash, logs and soil, which was patchily covered with the turf we saved when we dug the hole.
c Doug Danter (Corus)
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Teamwork!

c Doug Danter (Corus)
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Some of the team thanking our O2 sponsors.

c GWT
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The finished hibernaculum, safely fenced from grazing livestock.

c GWT
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Working hard on installing the gate!

c Doug Danter (Corus)
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