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Keeping in Touch
We are always very keen to keep in touch with our membership, via our literature, facebook, twitter, emails and by telephone. If you have any preferences with respect to how we contact you, particularly if you do NOT want to receive telephone calls, do drop Rachael an email on rdaniels@gwentwildlife.org and let her know.
Helping Wildlife Through Good Times and Bad

We have been very excited here to discover that our rate for members who cancel their membership per month is only 1.61%. This is compared to the average for the top 200 charities who are losing members at an average rate of 4.58%. This is great news for Gwent’s wildlife as it continues to be supported through these difficult times by members who care deeply about what happens. 
And we’ve also continued to grow this calendar year, with more new members joining every month!
So, to all our members, old and new, for your continuing support: THANK YOU! 

Sheep, Sheep, and More Sheep

Gwent Wildlife Trust has now owned a flock of pedigree Hebridean sheep for two years. Following two seasons of lambing and grazing at Pentwyn Farm and Wyeswood Common, the sheep are providing valuable grassland management work on these reserves.

GWT is now looking at the future of its sheep enterprise and with the creation of the new Welsh Agri-Environmental scheme, Glastir, we are going to need more sheep on Wyeswood Common throughout the summer months. Keen to see some Welsh breeds on our reserves, we have recently purchased thirty Welsh Mountain ewe lambs which are currently settling in at Pentwyn Farm. In the coming weeks, they will be moved to Wyeswood to graze there until next September when they will be sold for breeding purposes. 

We’re also hoping to add a rare breed to our lambing flock when we purchase a small number of Hill Radnor ewes for breeding. This breed was developed in the Breconshire/Radnorshire/NW Monmouthshire region and is currently classified as Vulnerable by the Rare Breeds Survival Trust. 

 With ever more sheep to look after, we could always do with more volunteer shepherds to help us keep track of the flock! Please get in touch with Tim Green at GWT if you would like to help.

 
SNAP the Biodiversity of Blaenau Gwent
Blaenau Gwent Biodiversity Partnership, with support from Blaenau Gwent Council and the Countryside Council for Wales , are running a Photographic Competition once again this year to celebrate the wonderful wildlife of Blaenau Gwent. The categories include 11 years and under, 12 to 17 years, 18 years and over, Winter Wildlife, Schools, and Under 18’s short wildlife film. The closing date for entry is 14th October 2011. For more information and an application form, go to http://www.blaenau-gwent.gov.uk/documents/SNAP_application_form_2011.pdf or ring Claire Pooley on 01495 355779.
Monmouthshire Walking Festival: 21st – 31st October 2011

 Monmouthshire Walking Festival is an organization run by volunteers helping you to enjoy walking and special interest activities in Monmouthshire. Supported by Kate Humble, they hope you’ll join them on the first walking week on 21st October. 
The Festival runs for ten days from October 21st to 31st and the programme includes more than thirty walks. They have joined with local groups to cover as many different interests as possible from Astronomy to Conservation, Tea Walks to Geocaching. Check out the programme online or follow them on facebook. 
Book tickets online at www.walkinginmonmouthshire.org or visit the Chepstow, Abergavenny or Monmouth Tourist Information Centres. 
iSpot – your place to share nature

iSpot is a great website run by the Open University aimed at helping the public learn more about wildlife, share their interests with a friendly community and get help identifying what they have seen. Have a look at www.ispot.gov.uk and let GWT know what you think!
Great News for Wales Wildlife

Environment Minister, John Griffiths, has recently announced an extra £1million to help create new habitats and stronger ecosystems for Wales . The money will be used to enhance Wales ’ precious natural environment and in doing so will benefit its wider economy.  
It will also be used to develop new pilot projects that support the Welsh Government’s plans for managing the natural environment as set out in its natural environment consultation, ‘A Living Wales’.  The consultation sets out an ecosystems approach aimed at ensuring that Wales has an increasingly resilient and diverse environment, managed to deliver economic, social and environmental benefits for Wales .
This might include restoring priority habitats like native woodland, wetlands and grasslands, improving connectivity between separate protected areas and managing the impact of invasive non-native plant and animal species. GWT is hoping to be successful in accessing some of this money to help enhance Gwent’s wildlife and ensure its resilience for the future.
Blaenau Gwent Local Group AGM
 A reminder of the Blaenau Gwent Local Group’s Annual General Meeting which will be held on November 9th at the ERC in Ebbw Vale. All are welcome to come along and find out what the group have been doing this year. The evening starts at 7pm. For more details, contact Rodney Morris on remorris66@mailshack.com or 01495 308056.

Nature Writing – Over £1000 of Prizes
The National Writers’ Centre for Wales at Tŷ Newydd, Lloyd George’s old home near Cricieth, is running a nature writing course from 10th to 15th October. The two tutors are Nigel Brown, a lecturer in biological sciences at Bangor University , and Mark Cocker, author of ‘Birds Britannica’ and ‘Crow Country’. Full details of the course are available on http://www.tynewydd.org. 

Students normally pay up to £525 to take part in this inspiring course but one of them is attending for free, her prize for coming 2nd in Natur Cymru’s ‘Inspired by Nature’ writing competition 2011. The competition, supported by Wildlife Trusts Wales, is running again this winter with full details at http://www.inspired-by-nature.org.uk
Give it a go – winter is for writing!

Chepstow Local Group Programme

 Don’t forget that Chepstow Local Group’s winter programme kicks off in October with a talk by Martin Anthoney on Butterflies and Moths. Full details below in our events listing.

The Chepstow Local Group will also be represented at the Third Annual Apple Day at the Drill Hall, Lower Church Street , Chepstow (NP16 5HJ) on Sunday 30th October from 11am to 4pm. There will be activities and information for all the family – visit the Transition website, www.transitionchepstow.org.uk, for more details. 

Every Click Helps

 Do you use Google to search the internet? Why not switch to everyclick and raise valuable funds for GWT? Click on the following link and set it up as your home page. You will be surprised how quickly the funds start to build up. It is a quick and easy way to support our core work and at no cost to you or GWT.

http://www.everyclick.com/gwent-wildlife-trust-ltd/67910/0
 

Wildlife Works

The staff down at the ERC in Ebbw Vale are every excited to be offering a whole week in October of wildlife-themed arts and crafts – free to all.

Join us in this celebration of the amazing transformation of the former steelworks site into a wonderful haven for wildlife. We will be hosting lots of wildlife-themed activities for children and adults. The events held this week will allow people to try their hand at alternative forms of art and to also have something tangible to show for their hard work.

· 18th – Recycle Glass – stained glass craft

· 19th – Ceramics – creating small clay sculptures inspired by wildlife around us

· 20th – Textile Art – felt making, tree leaves and bugs

· 21st – Mixed Media & Still Life – producing pictures with a range of art materials, including charcoal, paint and pastels

· 22nd – Exhibition – a chance to see all the wonderful art and craft produced throughout the week, including refreshments

 

The events are free; schools and groups can attend in the mornings 10.30am and 12.30pm and the general public in the afternoon between 1pm and 3pm.

Booking is essential for all sessions and full details can be found below in the list of upcoming events. 
Forgotten Landscapes Events

The Forgotten Landscapes Partnership is a landscape scale conservation project based in and around the Blaenavon World Heritage Site. Thanks to HLF funding, they are working on a range of projects covering conservation and land management, archaeology, access, education, interpretation and volunteering. As part of the project, they are running a series of events and guided walks. Events for October include:

 Discover the Fungi of Clydach Gorge
Thursday 6th October, 10.30am – 1pm  Forgotten Landscapes 3 km / 2 miles / moderate.
Clydach Gorge is a nationally important site for wildlife and is particularly noted for the diversity of fungi it contains. Join Sheila Spence of the Gwent Fungus Group to learn more about this fascinating group. Meet at Clydach South Car Park, SO230134. 

Nature Detectives 
Sunday 16th October, 10am – 1pm  Forgotten Landscapes 3 km / 2 miles / moderate
Learn to identify tracks, trails and a whole range of other wildlife signs with experienced ecologist, Chris Hatch. Meet at the World Heritage Centre. 
Mountain Archeology
Sunday 23rd October, 10am - 3pm.  Forgotten Landscapes 8km / 5 miles / energetic
Think of this as ‘archaeology for hill walkers’. Join archeologist, Frank Olding, on an excursion into the hills to learn how to identify and interpret archaeology in the Welsh upland environment. Meet at Garn Lakes Car Park SO235099.
These events are free but spaces are limited so booking is essential. Please telephone 01495 742333 or email blaenavon.tic@torfaen.gov.uk. 

 

Upcoming Events and Talks

Early booking for your favourite courses is highly recommended. Places are only guaranteed on receipt of payment. See our website for the latest information – www.gwentwildlife.org. 

 

Please email the Trust office at info@gwentwildlife.org if you would like to receive this newsletter.
