GWT eNewsletter - October 2010
GWT Promises Auction 2011 – Call for Lots
GWT will be hosting a Promises Auction in the Spring – so make sure you keep your calendars free for Saturday March 26th. It will be held at Dingestow Village Hall and ticket prices will include dinner, as well as plenty of entertainment from our auctioneer. Tickets will be on sale in the New Year but in the meantime, do you know of anyone who would be willing to offer a lot?  It can be anything you can think of – items of interest, experiences, professional services, anything legal really. If you have something you would be willing to donate in any format, then please get in touch with Gemma or Denis on gbode@gwentwildlife.org or djackson@gwentwildlife.org. The more the merrier!
 

GWT Education Appeal
As most of you will be aware, we’re currently running an appeal to raise urgent funds to support our Education Services during the coming financial hardships. If you are able to help, please go to our website and click on the Education Appeal button for more information and to donate on line. If you prefer, you can ring through to our office to donate by credit or debit card on the phone, or just send an old fashioned cheque in the post. Every penny counts and every response is valued.
 

Things that go Bump in the Night
Eco-explore would like to invite you to join them for some fearsome fun, exploring ‘Things that go Bump in the Night’ this Halloween. They are holding a special Halloween Event at Rudry Village Hall, near Caerphilly on Sunday the 31st October. There will be a wide variety of activities, stalls and games for all ages including:
 
                    - Bone chilling bat walks
                    - The Mystical Moths identification workshop
                    - Talk to an owl – playback experiments
                    - The Wicked Wildlife Pub Quiz – win an Eco-explore Tour Day!
                    - Ghostly Games and Creepy Craft for the kids
 
                                    …and much, much more!
 
Tickets are just £5, including some ghoulish grub from our cauldron, and can be purchased online
(www.eco-explore.co.uk) or by contacting one of the Eco-explore team (07749 548 457, alex@eco-explore.co.uk).
 
There will also be the opportunity to buy additional refreshments including cakes from our friends at The Cupcake Company, Hapus Ice-Scream and Blaengawney Award Winning Cider!
Other items for sale include: Eco-explore day tours and gift certificates and Earth in Focus Photography prints. The Eco-explore team hope you can join them for this ethereal evening of ecology.
 
Want to know more about Eco-explore?
As you may already know, Eco-explore is a not-for-profit organisation providing high quality guided tours of the wildlife and ecosystems of south Wales, offering unique opportunities to take part in “hands-on” ecological research. They are a team of enthusiastic ecologists and zoologists linked to Cardiff University , who enjoy exploring and studying wildlife and ecosystems of South Wales . They are passionate about conservation and would love you to join them on one of our amazing tours. To find out more, go to www.eco-explore.co.uk
 

Garden Wildlife in the International Year of Biodiversity
The next conference of the Wildlife Gardening Forum will be on Wednesday 17th November at the RHS Horticultural Halls in London . 

The provisional programme for the day, concentrating on garden biodiversity and garden science, includes talks on the importance of brownfield sites, decoding honey bees’ waggle dance and the social science of wildlife gardening to name but a few. Highlights include the first results from the Forum's Plants for Bugs study at RHS Wisley, and the national launch of Dr Jennifer Owen's new book ‘Wildlife of a Garden: A Thirty Year Study’. Jenny Owen pioneered the science of garden ecology, and this year received the RHS Veitch Memorial Medal for her work. Ken Thompson will be giving an address to explain just how seminal her work has been. Copies of the book will be available at discount price at the meeting.  

Tea and coffee will be provided throughout the day as well as a sandwich lunch suitable for vegetarians. 

The Royal Horticultural Society has very generously funded half the costs of the conference, bringing the cost per delegate down to £25. Any surplus will go to build the Wildlife Gardening Forum's (currently very small) reserves to help them get through the next lean years for fundraising. Please send your cheque (made payable to "Wildlife Gardening Forum" to Steve Head at the Oxfordshire address below.

Numbers are limited to 100, so PLEASE respond as quickly as you can to Steve Head if you would like to attend at the address below or wlgf@stephenmhead.com.
Dr Steve Head, Wildlife Gardening Forum, 2, Upwood Park Cottages, Abingdon, Oxon OX13 5QE.

 

Bovine TB
For more information on the Trust’s position with respect to Bovine TB, please go to our website, www.gwentwildlife.org where information on how to respond to the Welsh Assembly Government’s consultation on the badger cull will be published. If you have any questions about this important issue, then please do not hesitate to get in touch with our Conservation Officer, Gabi Horup on ghorup@gwentwildlife.org.

 

Volunteers needed to identify recruiting locations
We had a great response to last month’s request to help identify venues for our recruiters – however, they were all from the Newport region. Is there anyone in the north of the county (or even just someone well travelled who knows the area) who would be willing to help us with our search for good locations to recruit? If so, please get in touch with Rachael on rdaniels@gwentwildlife.org.

 

No Space But Their Own
This is an anthology of contemporary poetry, with original artwork, celebrating a love of birds and the enrichment that encounters with them bring to our lives. It’s available directly from Grey Hen Press (www.greyhenpress.com), good bookshops and RSPB outlets (50p from each sale goes to support RSPB). Some of the authors, experienced readers and bird lovers, are also available free of charge to give evenings of readings. For more information, please get in touch with Ann Drysdale on annie@brynhyfryd.freeserve.co.uk.

 

What to See at GWT Reserves This Month
Don’t forget that as autumn really takes hold, you’ll be able to see some stunning displays of colour, particularly in our wooded reserves like Silent Valley and Prisk Wood. From our elevated sites like Wyeswood Common, you can see these beautiful changes going on throughout the Wye Valley.
 
Of course, much of our wildlife is dying away, going into hibernation or heading abroad, so as we move towards winter, our green spaces have a different feel. But you will start to see mixed flocks of birds including great tits, long tailed tits and chaffinches which join together to improve their chances of survival. Winter birds are beginning to arrive, including thousands of starlings from Europe and geese from the far north. And of course, with them come those fantastic starling displays, particularly near the Severn.
Upcoming Events and Talks
All details of our 2010 events programme are contained in your copy of our Yearbook 2010, with the latest details available on www.gwentwildlife.org – but here’s what’s coming up shortly…

 

 

Autumn Funday
Leader: Veronika Brannovic
Autumn fun for all ages. Learn about the wildlife that lives locally and complete the autumn wildlife challenge. Find out how you can help birds and other wildlife through the winter – make bird boxes and bird food cakes to take home. You can also have a go at green woodworking and other woodland crafts, hear woodland stories and have your face painted (optional for adults!). 
Wednesday 27th October, 11am – 3pm
Environmental Resource Centre, near Ebbw Vale
Contact: Gwent Wildlife Trust
Cost: £1 adults, children FREE
No need to book

 

The Hedgehog Helpline
Speaker: Keith Jones

Tuesday 2nd November, 7.30pm 
The St Michaels Centre, Abergavenny 

Contact: Abergavenny Local Group 01873 852036

Cost: £1

 

The National Trust’s Brecon Beacons 
Speaker: Joe Daggett 

Tuesday 9th November, 7.30pm 
Glen yr Afon House Hotel, Usk 

Contact: Usk Local Group, 01495 785530 

Cost: £2 adults, children free 

Blaenau Gwent Local Group Meeting
Wednesday 10th November, 7.30pm
Environmental Resource Centre, Ebbw Vale
Contact: Blaenau Gwent Local Group, 01495 308056
Cost: FREE. All welcome, including non-members

Dealing with Injured Wildlife
Speaker: Mike Edwards
What to do if you find an injured animal. How to approach and the best course of action if you find a wild animal injured. A chance for an interesting and lively discussion with plenty of first hand stories!
Monday 15th November, 7pm – 8pm
Environmental Resource Centre, Ebbw Vale
Contact: Gwent Wildlife Trust
Cost: Donations to be split between City Wildlife Care and GWT
Booking Essential

Keep an eye on www.gwentwildlife.org/events.htm for the latest GWT’s events
