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Final Event of 2009 – Nature Detectives for Adults
For a chance to spend a couple of hours in the company of Ecologist and Wildlife Photographer, Chris Hatch, drop us an email or ring us on 01600 740600. Chris will be taking you around our Magor Marsh Reserve, teaching you about the hidden signs of wildlife. The course is aimed at beginners wishing to learn more about what they can see on country walks. 
Tuesday 15th December, 10am to 12pm. Cost just £4. Booking essential and places now limited.
 

Chepstow Local Group Talk
On Thursday December 3rd, Chepstow Local Group are looking forward to hearing about "The Hidden Life of Slimbridge", from the Grounds and Development Manager, Neil Woodward. It will be fascinating to learn about what goes on "behind the scenes" at this wonderful reserve, and they hope for a good audience; as it is the last meeting before Christmas, seasonal refreshments will be served. The meeting will be at the Chepstow Leisure Centre, starting at 7.30pm. Admission is £1.50 for GWT members, £2 for non-members and all are welcome.

 

Organic GWT Hay for Sale
Gwent Wildlife Trust has around 700 small square bales of organic hay for sale, made on our Pentwyn Farm nature reserve. They were made with no rain on them and are being stored under cover. Price on application. Buyer to collect from Pentwyn Farm nature reserve in Penallt. An organic license is available on request.
 
For more information or to organise a purchase, please contact Tim Green, Farm and Wildlife Development Officer on 01600 740600 or email tgreen@gwentwildlife.org.
 

Your next GWT mailing
In order to keep costs down, we have decided to delay the mailing of Natural World and Welsh Wildlife until the beginning of January to allow us to include GWT’s 2010 Yearbook. This not only saves us a huge amount of money in postage costs, but means that, for the first time in many years, you will be getting the Yearbook in time for the beginning of the year! This is your chance to look through, pick out the events that catch your fancy and let us know what you would like to book. Please note that as GWT events become ever more popular, most courses are now filling up quickly. To avoid disappointment, please do get in touch with us. Events will also be available to view online once the programme is finalised.

 

You’ll also notice a new item in with the magazines – Wild About Gwent – this is our new local membership publication, to replace the old Local News. It’s in quite a different style from previous and we would welcome any comments you might have. Let us know what you think – it’s your magazine!

 

Tree Planting Event at Wyeswood 2010
Sunday 17th January, 10am – 3pm (latest arrival 2pm) at Wyeswood Common
Would you like to help us establish new woodland habitat on Wyeswood Common? GWT in collaboration with the Woodland Trust need volunteers to help us plant 10,000 saplings and we’re holding a Tree Planting Event to kick the work off. Trees to be supplied and a limited number of spades, so bring your own spade if you have one! All children must be supervised by an adult. Please note there’s a long walk to the planting site (¼ mile) and a steep climb on the way back. 
Please let us know in advance if you are able to help – no experience necessary (just those shovels)

 

Wildlife Winners
A reminder to you all of our wonderful GWT Wildlife Winners lottery – enjoy a flutter every month, knowing that all the profits go to conserving wildlife in Gwent, as well as giving you the opportunity to win a cash prize. The more tickets sold each month, the higher the prize, the more wildlife will gain.

 

Can’t find Magor Marsh?
In response to requests from our members, we have decided that formal Brown Signs should be provided for our flagship nature reserve at Magor Marsh. We have secured funding from BBC Breathing Places, but we need to prove that we have more than 7,000 visitors to the site each year. We need to know how many times you have visited Magor Marsh between November 2008 and October 2009. If you could write to the trust or email rdaniels@gwentwildlife.org with your name and address plus number of visits, we would be extremely grateful and your data will help to support our approval application. 
 

Money for Nothing and your Clicks for Free
A reminder that GWT have signed up to EveryClick – a search engine that donates a small amount to your chosen charity every time you use their site or go online shopping through them. For more information, go to www.everyclick.com. It’s free and it’s easy. The five people who have already signed up have made over £40, which will pay for a barn owl box. Imagine how much we would get if everyone signed up.

