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Ebbw Vale ERC Opening Event
Official opening of the Environmental Resource Centre, off Steelworks Road , Tyllwyn, takes place this Saturday 22nd May from 11am to 3pm. Everyone is welcome and we’ve got lots of things to do including the Wildlife Challenge, willow weaving, wood turning, making paper post, bird box building, pond dipping and more. Come along and find out what’s been happening on this extraordinary site – learn about how the old steelworks site is being turned into a whole new community. There will be story telling, face painting, local music, crafts and food. For more information, please call Veronika on 07528 142095.
 

Job Vacancy: People & Wildlife Project Leader
Gwent Wildlife Trust 
People and Wildlife (Ebbw Vale) Project Leader 
£22,000.  Full time - three year contract
 
The People and Wildlife Project is a new, exciting three-year multi-partner project, taking place in and around Blaenau Gwent. Led by Gwent Wildlife Trust, the project aims to significantly increase the number of people who appreciate and care for their local environment by empowering them to take action for wildlife through a combination of leadership, learning and support.
 
Working with partner organisations such as Blaenau Gwent County Borough Council, BTCV and Communities First, the People and Wildlife Project Leader will be responsible for the delivery of all project outcomes including the creation and enhancement of greenspaces, ensuring the active participation of local people, recruitment of volunteers and the delivery of education and training.  Much of this work will be centred on GWT’s inspirational new Environmental Resource Centre in Ebbw Vale which opens on 22nd May 2010.
 
This is a challenging role.  We need an experienced project manager able to provide leadership and facilitation across the partnership but also someone who’s not afraid to get their hands dirty and help deliver on the ground too.  For an informal discussion about the role or to request an information pack, please contact Denis Jackson, on 01600 740.

 
Closing date for applications is 14/06/2010 Interviews will take place at The Works project office, Ebbw Vale on 22/06/2010.  As the post involves working with children and vulnerable people, appointment is subject to statutory vetting processes.
 
This post is 100% supported by BIG Lottery Fund.
 
Natur Gwent 
Arweinydd Prosiect Pobl a Bywyd Gwyllt
£22,000.  Contract llawnamser/3 blynedd
 
Mae’r Prosiect Pobl a Bywyd Gwyllt yn brosiect aml-bartner cyffrous, a gynhelir yn ac o amgylch Blaenau Gwent. Dan arweiniad Ymddiriedolaeth Bywyd Gwyllt Gwent, nod y prosiect yw cynyddu’n sylweddol y nifer o bobl sy’n gwerthfawrogi ac yn gofalu am yr amgylchedd lleol drwy eu grymuso i weithredu ar ran bywyd gwyllt drwy gyfuniad o arweinyddiaeth, dysgu a chefnogaeth.
 
Gan weithio gyda sefydliadau partner megis Cyngor Bwrdeisdref Sirol Blaenau Gwent, BTCV a Cymunedau yn Gyntaf, bydd Arweinydd y Prosiect Pobl a Bywyd Gwyllt yn gyfrifol am gyflenwi holl ddeilliannau’r prosiect yn cynnwys creu a gwella gofodau gwyrdd, sicrhau cyfranogiad pobl leol, recriwtio gwirfoddolwyr a chyflenwi addysg a hyfforddiant. Bydd llawer o’r gwaith yn canoli ar Ganolfan Adnoddau Amgylcheddol ysbrydoledig newydd yr Ymddiriedolaeth yng Nglynebwy sy’n agor ym mai Mai 2010.
 
Mae hon yn rôl heriol. Rydym angen rheolwr prosiect profiadol a all roi arweinyddiaeth a hwylusiad ar draws y bartneriaeth ond hefyd rywun nad yw’n ofni baeddu eu dwylo a helpu i gyflenwi yn y fan a’r lle. I gael trafodaeth anffurfiol am y rôl neu i wneud cais am becyn gwybodaeth, cysylltwch â Denis Jackson, ar 01600 740 6760.
 
Y dyddiad cau ar gyfer ceisiadau 14/06/2010.  Cynhelir cyfweliadau yn swyddfa prosiect Y Gweithfeydd, Glynebwy ar 22/06/2010.  Gan y bydd y swydd yn golygu gweithio gyda phlant a phobl agored i niwed, bydd penodiad yn amodol ar brosesau statudol archwilio cefndir.
 

Where the Wild Things are…
The Wildlife Trusts are running an online competition in association with Warner Bros on the Wildlife Watch website http://www.wildlifewatch.org.uk/Where-The-Wild-Things-Are. The prize is a fabulous ‘Where The Wild Things Are’ goodie bag including a copy of the film and a wolf suit like the one Max wears in the film! The deadline for entries is 30th June 2010. 
 
There will also be a page on ‘Where The Wild Things Are’ in your next Wildlife Watch magazine including another competition and an exclusive interview with the young actor who plays the character of Max in the film, so do your eyes peeled for that and all the wildlife you can see in your neighbourhood! 
 

Chepstow Local Group Grand Plant Sale
On Saturday, the Chepstow Group of Gwent Wildlife Trust held its annual Plant Sale & Bazaar, raising the magnificent sum of £786 which will be used to help the current Dormouse project, providing nest boxes and supporting monitoring work on the dormouse population on GWT reserves.

 

This popular event has been running for many years, and its continued success is a tribute to the generosity of so many people. Several commercial nurseries, including Crown Hill Nursery and Gemini Plants in Portskewett, very kindly donate colourful bedding plants, and the remainder of the stock is grown by many individuals, providing a huge range of plants from tiny alpines to woodland trees.  

 

Volunteers also give most generously of their time, and the fact that more helpers seem to come forward every year to help, shows what an enjoyable day this is. Any left-over plants will be grown on for the plant stall which the Chepstow group will be running at the Usk Open Gardens weekend on 26th and 27th June; if anyone has plants to spare and would like to contribute to this next event please ring Hilary on 01291 689326.

 

To find out more about the Dormouse project, or the work of the Trust, please ring 01600 740600 or visit the website www.gwentwildlife.org.

 

What to See at GWT Reserves This Month

Don’t forget to take time out to visit our wonderful reserves. This month, you can begin to see bumblebees at New Grove Meadows, as well as most of our flowering reserves. You’ll be able to  catch the last of the bluebells in Priory and Prisk Woods. And, of course, its a great time for bird watching, who are out and about feeding their young, such as blackbirds and green and gold finches, diving in and out of hedgerows, particularly at Springdale. Details of all our reserves are on the website, including directions.
 

Upcoming Events and Talks
All details of our 2010 events programme is contained in your copy of our Yearbook 2010, with the latest details available on www.gwentwildlife.org – but here’s what’s coming up shortly…

 
 
Introduction to Wildlife Gardening
Tutor: Veronika Brannovic

Spend the day finding out how you can have a productive, attractive garden that also provides a much needed home for some of our wildlife. Many animals are beneficial to gardens, helping to control pests, but lots of them are under threat because they are running out of places to live. Even the smallest garden can help. During this workshop you will discover the basic needs of wildlife, how you can address those needs and how this will help your garden. There is a small practical aspect to this course, so you may get dirty!

Friday 28th May, 10am – 3pm
Environmental Resource Centre, near Ebbw Vale

Contact: Gwent Wildlife Trust
Cost: £7 members, £12 non-members
Booking Essential
 
Go Quackers
Leaders: Kathy Barclay & Helen John

Come along to discover a whole new side to our feathery friends. Firmly aimed at children, there will be plenty for them to see and do. Warning: this fun afternoon of ducky activities could seriously drive you quackers!
Saturday 29th May, 1pm – 3pm
Magor Marsh, near Newport
Contact: Gwent Wildlife Trust
Cost: £1 children, adults FREE
No need to book
 

The Landscape and Flora of Llanelly near Brynmawr
Tutor: Dave Green

Dave is an experienced botanist and has a unique way of demystifying the countryside and its habitats. This is limestone country and we will spend the morning learning to identify some of the county’s lime loving plants. We’ll also be looking at some of the old, abandoned industrial sites in the area and discovering just how valuable they can be for plants and other wildlife.

Sunday 6th June, 10am – 1pm
Disused limestone quarry/grassland at Ty yn y Coed, near Brynmawr

Contact: Gwent Wildlife Trust
Cost: £3 members, £6 non-members
Booking Essential

 

Opening Learning Doors for Parents
Tutor: Richard Waller

Participants will discover and explore different learning styles (visual, auditory, and kinaesthetic) as well as investigating the language of learning. We will use a range of practical activities, indoors and out, including many employed by our own Education Officers team in their highly regarded work with local schools.

Saturday 12th June, 10am – 1pm
Magor Marsh, near Newport

Contact: Gwent Wildlife Trust
Cost: £3 members, £6 non-members
Booking Essential

 
Monmouth Local Group Summer Picnic
Sunday 13th June, 12pm – 2pm

Annette Murray is leading a guided tour of Wysewood Common on Sunday afternoon at 2pm. The GWT Monmouth Local Group will be hosting a picnic, preceding the tour, to be held in and around the barn at Pentwyn Farm.  So bring your own picnic and come and meet other members!  Booking is essential for the Wysewood tour, as numbers are limited, so if you want to come, please ring GWT at Seddon House, 01600 740 600.

 
Wyeswood Common – the progress so far
Leader: Annette Murray

A guided tour of Wyeswood Common by site manager Annette Murray . Learn about the progress towards habitat restoration on this beautifully located reserve and contrast the potential at Wyeswood with the established wildflower meadows of the Trust’s Pentwyn Farm next door.

Sunday 13th June, 2pm – 4.30pm
Wyeswood Common, near Monmouth

Contact: Gwent Wildlife Trust
Cost: £3 members, £6 non-members
Booking Essential

 

A Practical Introduction to Moths
Tutor: Val Jackson

Have you wanted to learn more about moths but not sure how to start? Val is a local lepidopterist, who is keen to help you. She will be setting the moth trap the previous night, and then opening it during the morning session. There will be books, and internet access provided, to help you learn how to identify the moths and you will find it easier than you might expect. Val will also explain the differences between the various types of traps available and describe where the equipment can be obtained. Come and be inspired by our beautiful local moths, and then go and catch some of your own!

Saturday 19th June, 10am – 1pm
Dingestow Court, near Monmouth
Contact: Gwent Wildlife Trust
Cost: £3 members, £6 non-members
Booking Essential
 

Dry Stone Walling
Tutors: Terry Mead

Be involved in the restoration of an ancient landscape feature. This practical course will teach you the necessary skills to strip out and rebuild a strong, stock​-proof boundary wall, without the need for cement. Learn the function of the different types of stone used in a dry stone wall, and how to build safely and effectively with them. This is a practical course. Attendees should be prepared for a lot of heavy lifting.
Monday & Tuesday 21st & 22nd June, 9.30am – 4.30pm
Pentwyn Farm, near Monmouth
Contact: Gwent Wildlife Trust
Cost: £45 members, £60 non-members
Booking Essential
 

Usk Gardens Open Days
This event is a must for keen gardeners and those who just enjoy looking at stunning gardens.  Nearly 30 private gardens in and around Usk will be on display and Chepstow Local Group will again be having a stall in the Gardener's Market on the Memorial Field in Maryport Street. 

Saturday 26th & Sunday 27th June, 10am – 5pm
Contact: Chepstow Local Group, 01291 689326
Cost: There will be a charge (adults) to see the gardens but parking is free and refreshments are available. 
No need to book

