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GWT Open Days
As our long-standing members will know, GWT host open days at our major sites every year. Some of you came along to our very successful Open Day at Magor Marsh , which was most definitely helped by the gorgeous weather and the assistance of an army of volunteers and helpers.
 
Coming up in August, we have two more. On Wednesday 11th August, Veronika Brannovic , our Community Education Officer, is hosting her very first Summer Funday at our brand new centre at Ebbw Vale. If you haven’t had chance to come the Environmental Resource Centre (ERC) at the old Steelworks site, please come along. We’re hoping to have lots to do as well as refreshments (more details below in the Upcoming Events Section). It costs just £1 per adult and is free for the kids.
 
And you’re all very welcome to join us at our headquarters in Dingestow (near Monmouth) at our annual Dingestow Court Open Gardens, on Wednesday 18th August, thanks to the owner Helen Bosanquet, who kindly opens up her beautiful gardens to the public (full details in the Upcoming Events section below). Helen has created an excellent example of how wildlife friendly gardening can also be beautiful gardening and each year she opens the gardens to the public to support the work of the Trust. As well as the gardens, tea, cakes and plants for sale, we plan to provide a number of activities for children including pond dipping and minibeast hunts – a great day out for the whole family. Come along, explore Helen’s beautiful gardens, and meet the team at GWT! Entry is free and no need to book.
 

LEMURs Showcase their Skills
In July, eighteen LEMUR heritage trainees will descend on Gwent Wildlife Trust’s Pentwyn Reserve to showcase, to potential employers, some of the dying heritage skills that these employers will be looking for within their recruits.  LEMUR stands for Learning Environments in Marine, Urban and Rural habitats. The Heritage Lottery Fund has supported the LEMUR project in setting up a project that can help fill gaps in practical nature conservation skills amongst the next generation of wildlife professionals.  
 
One of the new trainees, Julie Smith , who is on her LEMUR work placement with GWT said, “My placement with Gwent Wildlife Trust has allowed me to develop many skills, particularly in botanical surveying, and is allowing me to forge a career advocating for wildlife in the UK.  Without the LEMUR Project, I would not have been able to put my passion into real actions for people and wildlife.”

 
Through a combination of ‘on-the-job’ experience and formal training, the LEMUR project passes down practical skills, such as habitat and species survey from the older experienced generation to younger enthusiasts. Demand for LEMUR type training has been huge with over 1800 applicants for just 54 trainee placements. These disappearing skills are more important than ever before, because they are needed to monitor and protect our biodiversity from the increasing threats of climate change and human activity 
 
The LEMUR trainees have made huge strides in their learning within the first four months of their placement. During the open day, they will demonstrate their knowledge and skills to employers by running a number of activities, including workshops in grassland species identification and bat ecology and identification. Thanks also to Steph Tyler for kindly allowing the trainees to demonstrate in some of her meadows.
 

GWT Staff Changes
GWT has been very lucky this year to get outside funding for some new projects – so we wanted to welcome Julie Smith to the team as our new LEMUR project officer and Alice Britt who will be working to identify, improve and protect Gwent’s orchards. Gabi Horup, who has worked for us as a seasonal surveyor among other things, has accepted our offer to work as Sorrel Jones ’ replacement during Sorrel’s maternity leave. Good luck to all of you and all the best to Sorrel as she leaves us (albeit temporarily) this week to begin her new life as a mum!
 

Bird Seed Bonanza
Wilkinsons Distribution depot has been doing their bit for wildlife this summer! They have donated not one but two huge loads of wild bird seed, fatballs, and feeders to the Derek Upton Centre in Magor. Gwent Wildlife Trust has used it to raise funds for the Education department as well as in their goody bags for the Magor Marsh Open Day. Thank you, Wilkinsons!
 

Kate Humble puts her trust in Gwent Wildlife
This year, we were fortunate to have Kate Humble, wildlife expert and BBC Springwatch presenter, join the ranks of GWT members. While each and every member is very important to us, well-known and credible celebrities who choose to endorse our work ensure that our public profile goes up. It encourages even more people to join and support our important work.

 

We wrote to the media with our news and were delighted that it was picked up in so many places. You may even have seen a version of our press release in your local newspaper. 

 

If you would like to read the online article at the BBC, please go to

http://news.bbc.co.uk/local/southeastwales/hi/people_and_places/nature/newsid_8743000/8743662.stm

 

What to See at GWT Reserves This Month
Now that the summer is well and truly here, it’s a great time of year to see young birds. At the last session of bird ringing at Magor Marsh, recently fledged birds made up 85% of all the birds caught, including the reed warbler and even the elusive Cetti’s Warbler seems to have had a good breeding year despite the harsh winter. Many of the orchids and other brightly coloured flowers on our reserves across the county are coming towards the end of their flowering season, but there’s still plenty to see and we’ll soon be in the fungi season so it’s always worth keeping your eyes open. You never know what you might find.
 

Gwent Living Churchyards Project Training Session
Gwent’s Living Churchyards Project supports events and training sessions in churchyard venues across Gwent, to celebrate our rich churchyard natural and built heritage. See below for up and coming sessions.

 

 
Moth Trapping
Evening of Thursday 11th August 2010, meet at 8pm (time to be confirmed) 
Monmouth cemetery, Monmouth
Led by George Tordoff, Monitoring Ecologist at Butterfly Conservation Wales . 
Join George and be inspired about moths! In Britain we only have about 50 different kinds of butterfly but more than 2,500 different sorts of moths. A moth trap will be used to lure in these nocturnal creatures which come in an often surprising variety of colours & patterns.
FREE as part of the Gwent Living Churchyards Project. BOOKING IS REQUIRED.
To book a place please contact Rebecca Price (Gwent Wildlife Trust, 01600 740358 or rprice@gwentwildlife.org).
 

What tree is it? 
2.30pm - 4.00pm Tuesday 28th September 2010
Grounds of Dingestow Court 
Tim Green, GWT Reserves Officer
Join Tim for a guided walk around the grounds at Dingestow Court for some basic tree and shrub identification. The grounds support a lovely mix of both native and non native trees; providing the perfect place to learn more about some of the trees which may also reside in your churchyard.
The walk will last approx 1hr, over fairly gentle ground (although it may be muddy in places), followed by tea & coffee.
FREE as part of the Gwent Living Churchyards Project. BOOKING IS REQUIRED.
For more details or to book a place please contact Rebecca Price (Gwent Wildlife Trust, 01600 740358 or rprice@gwentwildlife.org).
 

Gravestone Recording Session 
Timings to be confirmed, Saturday 16th October 2010
St Michael’s Churchyard (Tintern)
Led by Dr Edith Evans, Heritage and Outreach Manager, Glamorgan-Gwent Archaeological Trust 
Churchyards are full of information about our past, much of which can be of huge value in the present for understanding who we are and where we come from. Join Edith to explore some of the styles, symbols and shapes to be seen on gravestones and learn how to record information about and on, the many headstones in the churchyard.

FREE as part of Gwent Living Churchyards Project, BOOKING IS REQUIRED. 
Contact Rebecca Price: rprice@gwentwildlife.org or 01600 740358 to book a place.
 

Fantastic Fungi 
Tuesday 2nd November 2010, 10am-1pm
Christchurch Cemetery ( Newport )  
Join us for an informal walk around Christchurch Cemetery with Sheila Spence of the Gwent Fungus Group. Sheila will help us to learn more about fungi, their importance and (fingers crossed!) see some of the variety of grassland fungi that Christchurch Cemetery is home to. 

FREE as part of the Gwent Living Churchyards Project. BOOKING IS REQUIRED.
To book a place please contact Rebecca Price (Gwent Wildlife Trust, 01600 740358 or rprice@gwentwildlife.org).
 
Keep an eye on www.gwentwildlife.org/livingchurchyards for news of more courses.
 

Upcoming Events and Talks
All details of our 2010 events programme are contained in your copy of our Yearbook 2010, with the latest details available on www.gwentwildlife.org – but here’s what’s coming up shortly…

 
Nature Detectives for the Family
Tutor: Chris Hatch
The trouble with wildlife is that often, it’s not easy to find – you need to know how, where and when to look and how to spot the signs that usually go un-noticed. On this family morning, you will learn to identify tracks, trails and all manner of signs of wildlife in the countryside, covering a whole range of species. Perfect for the budding nature detective…of any age!
Wednesday 4th August, 10am – 12pm
Pentwyn Farm, near Monmouth
Cost: £4 members, £6 non-members, £2 children
Booking Essential
Outdoor Living Skills 
Tutor: Gavin Cornthwaite 
An exciting day learning safe knife and axe techniques for all ages. Attendees will learn how to safely build shelters and light fires in the countryside. Basic wild foods that are edible will also be covered on the day.
Saturday 7th August, 10am – 4pm
ERC, Ebbw Vale
Contact: Gwent Wildlife Trust
Cost: £5 members, £10 non-members
Booking Essential
Blaenau Gwent Summer Funday
Leader: Veronika Brannovic
Good summer fun for everyone. Can you complete the wildlife challenge? Would you like to explore pond life, go on a minibeast safari and follow the tree and texture trails? Find out about local wildlife on a guided walk and enjoy games, music, crafts, stories and more. Refreshments will be available. 
Wednesday 11th August, 2pm – 5pm
Environmental Resource Centre, near Ebbw Vale
Contact: Gwent Wildlife Trust
Cost: £1 adults, children FREE
Booking not required
Bird Ringing Demonstration
Tutor: Ian Vaughan
The demonstration will provide a very special opportunity for members of the public to see some of Magor Marsh ’s wild birds VERY close up. With luck, this will include one of Magor’s specialties – the secretive Cetti’s Warbler. Dr Ian Vaughan is an ecologist working at Cardiff University and will help you learn how bird ringing is carried out, why bird ringing is carried out and the ways in which regular ringing at Magor contributes to vital conservation work, locally, nationally and internationally. This event is suitable for beginners and families, provided that children are accompanied by an adult.
Thursday 12th August 2010, 8am – 12pm
Magor Marsh, near Newport
Cost: £3 members, £6 non-members
Booking Essential
Dingestow Court Open Gardens
Leaders: Helen Bosanquet & Denis Jackson
In previous years, despite the weather, hundreds of people came to see the delightful gardens that Helen Bosanquet has created at Dingestow Court – also home to GWT’s HQ. Helen has created an excellent example of how wildlife friendly gardening can also be beautiful gardening and each year she opens the gardens to the public to support the work of the Trust. As well as the gardens, tea, cakes and plants for sale, we plan to provide a number of activities for children including pond dipping and minibeast hunts – a great day out for the whole family.
Wednesday 18th August, 11am – 4pm
Seddon House, Dingestow, near Monmouth
Cost: FREE
No need to book
