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Keeping in Touch
We are always very keen to keep in touch with our membership, via our literature, facebook, twitter, emails and by telephone. If you have any preferences with respect to how we contact you, particularly if you do NOT want to receive telephone calls, do drop Rachael an email on rdaniels@gwentwildlife.org and let her know.
GWT Match Fund Appeal
There has been an overwhelming response to our GWT Match Fund Appeal which was included in the latest January mailing. Within the first fortnight, our members contributed over £1,800 in donations (with gift aid added). If you have not seen out latest appeal information, then please look at the address sheet that came with your latest magazine. On the reverse side of the sheet, you will see information about our applications to the Landfill Communities Fund for work on our reserves. If you would like to donate to the appeal, then please click here.
Credit and Debit Card Payments
If anyone has tried to donate money online this last fortnight, you will have been frustrated to discover that our credit and debit card facilities were unavailable. We apologise for this and wanted to let you know that everything is back up and running.
Winter Fuels GWT
One of our members has kindly given part of his winter fuel allowance to GWT. If you don’t need the winter fuel allowance, then why not donate some of it to GWT. And of course, if the donation goes towards our GWT Match Fund Appeal, then it could release funds up to ten times the amount from other grant funders!
 
New Year – New Resolutions
The first few months of the New Year is the time when our thoughts often turn to resolutions and the things we’d like to achieve in the twelve months ahead. How about making a resolution to do something new and positive for wildlife this year? You could decide to sign up as a GWT volunteer, start feeding the birds if you don’t already, perhaps dedicate an area of your garden for wildlife or even create a new pond. One way of making a substantial contribution would be to persuade your friends, neighbours and family to join GWT. Organisations offering funding for wildlife projects often insist that we make our own contribution to the project, too. By using our members’ money in this way, we can use £1 to unlock up to £10 of funding from other sources. Each new member makes a real difference and continues to do so over the whole period of their membership.
Plea from Chepstow Local Group
After another successful season of attending various events and putting on plant sales, the Chepstow Local Group has raised £1,415 in 2011, which is going towards maintenance and improvements at the Magor Marsh Reserve. Already a new bridge has been erected and an orchard planted; other useful work is under way.
However, in the process, our hard-working gazebo has sustained an injury which means it will not be able to provide us with shade and shelter for next year’s plant sales. If anyone has a three metre square pop-up gazebo which is surplus to their requirements, or even sees one at a really good price in the sales, please give Hilary a ring on 01291 689326.
The other appeal we would like to make is for some new trainee face painters! Face painting is such a popular attraction for our Open Days, shows, etc, and is a marvellous way of raising funds as well as giving time to chat to families. Please, if you’d like to help with this, either contact the GWT Office, or ring Hilary as above.
Many thanks to all who help us with all our activities, in particular raising and donating plants for us to sell; please keep up the good work!
 
Bird Seed Bonus
The Wildlife Trusts are celebrating their partnership with one of the UK ’s most successful bird seed businesses, as they accept a donation of more than £130,000. Lincolnshire-based Vine House Farm presented The Wildlife Trusts with a cheque to represent their total donation in the year 2010 - 2011 of £136,807. The funds help support local Wildlife Trusts in protecting and restoring special areas for wildlife and GWT will receive its share of this windfall.
Nicholas Watts MBE is a third generation farmer who grows arable crops, bird seed and organic vegetables on his 850 hectares at Vine House Farm in Lincolnshire . Over the last 10 years, thanks to wildlife-friendly measures he has put in place at the farm, barn owl numbers there have quadrupled, whitethroat numbers doubled, lapwing numbers have increased from two to nine pairs and breeding tree sparrow pairs have increased ten-fold.
The Wildlife Trusts, which recognise that farmers are key to the well-being of our countryside and, in turn, the health of our wildlife, launched a partnership with conservation award-winning Vine House Farm in August 2007. Vine House Farm donates 5% of all its bird food sales to local Wildlife Trusts. It has now donated more than £400,000 to The Wildlife Trusts.
And a big thank you to all our members who bought their bird seed from Vine House Farm!
Shrill Carder Bee Project Update
As you may be aware, the Gwent Levels provides a stronghold for the shrill carder bee, a bumblebee on the verge of extinction. Urgent conservation effort is needed – so we have developed a two-year project which aims to increase awareness of this rare bee and its habitat requirements in Gwent. We are hoping to expand its range on the area around the levels by working with landowners to increase the connectivity of wildflower-rich habitats. 
This project hopes to:
· Raise awareness with the general public, landowners, groups in Gwent, etc;
· Conserve existing flower rich-habitat, and restore and create new flower-rich areas to help expand the range of the bee;
· Train volunteers in bumblebee monitoring and habitat assessment to enable elements of the project to continue into the future.
We will be working closely with the Bumblebee Conservation Trust on this project. Sinead Lynch, the former Ecologist from Newport City Council, has recently started work as the Bumblebee Project Officer for Wales . We will be working closely with Sinead on the delivery on some project objectives. 
And of course, this work wouldn’t be possible if it weren’t for the generosity of our funders, who have committed £16,500 to this project. Without applications to Charitable Trusts, then work like this would just not be able to go ahead.
For more information on this fascinating project, please contact Gabi Horup on ghorup@gwentwildlife.org or 01600 740600.
Badger Cull Pilot Study in England
The Government has recently announced two areas where trial badger culls could be carried out. They are in West Gloucestershire and West Somerset , subject to approval by Natural England, with a cull commencing next autumn. Once the pilots have been evaluated, they will decide whether to roll out the cull more widely. They have indicated this would be up to ten licenses each subsequent year. 
The local Wildlife Trusts will pursue badger vaccination as a means of tackling bovine TB in the pilot badger cull areas announced. During 2011, Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust pioneered a badger vaccination programme on its reserves, which it is now expanding. Should the pilot cull go ahead, Gloucestershire and Somerset Wildlife Trusts will vaccinate badgers on their nature reserves within the pilot areas.
“A badger cull is not the right solution and the Government should be focusing on other measures to tackle bovine TB. The priority should be preventing transmission of the disease on-farm, through improved biosecurity, badger vaccination and making swift progress on a cattle vaccine,” says Paul Wilkinson, Head of Living Landscapes for The Wildlife Trusts.
The Wildlife Trusts believe that Defra should pursue the following as a matter of priority:
         Support landowners to improve on-farm biosecurity and the deployment of the injectable BadgerBCG vaccine;
         Continue to develop an oral vaccine for badgers;
         Complete development of a cattle vaccine and secure change to EU regulation to permit its commercial deployment.
 
Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust was the first non-governmental organisation to begin deployment of the injectable BadgerBCG vaccine on seven of its nature reserves. The outcomes from the first year of this five-year vaccination programme are available in a published report at: www.wildlifetrusts.org/badgers-and-bovineTB.
The Archers and the Badgers
 
If you aren’t one of the five million plus people who listen to The Archers, you missed a treat with a recent episode and we definitely recommend listening again, when you can. Villagers voted to start a badger vaccination programme! The characters quote figures from Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust’s badger report and information shared at its badger conference held in December. 
If you can’t listen to the full 15 minutes, jump to 1:42 for the first mention of the NFU meeting being held upstairs in The Bull. At 3:11, Oliver confirmed he’s the one giving the report as he’s “been to Gloucestershire to have a look at the badger vaccination programme (which the Wildlife Trust has been running for two years.”  And from 6:20, hear the results…
Those Pesky Lambs
And just a reminder that there will be restricted access to the orchard at Pentwyn Farm during March and April 2012 to protect the ewes and lambs during lambing.
World Wetland Day
Help celebrate the wonderful world of wetlands on Thursday 2nd February with the Countryside Council for Wales , RSPB, and Newport City Council at the Newport Wetlands Nature Reserve. They’re putting on a leisurely 2km walk around the reedbeds and along the Severn Estuary with the chance to see over-wintering ducks through powerful telescopes. 
Meet at the Newport Wetlands Reserve car park at 3.40pm until 5.00pm. For more information, contact Kevin Dupé on 01633 275813.
Big Thank You to Wilkinson
 
Kathy Barclay, Community Wildlife Education Officer (Magor Marsh), would like to thank Wilkinson Distribution depot’s Alex Mitchel for supplying GWT with free bird seed for the whole of last year. They not only deliver fat balls, niger seed, sunflower seeds and mixed seeds in vast quantities and on a continuous basis, but this year they have also sent us recycling bins, glass jam jars, and bird feeders. This has meant that our reserves and offices have been able to feed their birds non-stop, we have been able to distribute the seed to members of GWT and the public who come to visit the marsh, and we have been able to use it in activities with schools and community groups. It also means that this seed does not go to landfill which is what would happen with these broken packages otherwise.
“I think everyone would like to thank Wilkinson because as you know … bird food isn’t CHEEP!!”
Environmental Policy
2012 is going to be an important year for policy makers in Wales . We are expecting several big consultations relating to sustainable development, protection of the land and marine environment, and planning policy. These will guide and influence the formation of new Welsh laws over the next five years, so will have significant impacts on the way we approach conservation in Wales , and the way we interact with partners like local councils and environmental organisations. The good news is that the overarching vision of these emerging plans is, for the most part, very positive. Here at GWT, we’ll be feeding into joint responses with the other Welsh Wildlife Trusts, to ensure that we get the best possible deal for our local wildlife.
The Severn Barrage and the M4 Relief Road
Both of these potential infrastructure projects were mentioned in the media recently. GWT understands that there are no funds available for these projects to proceed in the short term. However, it has been noted that finance and not the environment are the reasons given for not taking them further and so GWT will watch this space in case of any further developments.
