Gwent Wildlife Trust

eNewsletter Jan 2010

Tree Planting Event – POSTPONED

As you may have already guessed, due to the adverse weather conditions, the tree planting event scheduled to take place on the 17th January up at Wyeswood Common has been postponed. Even if the snow thaws in time (which is by no means certain given the long range forecast) the site will be extremely wet. This will be very unpleasant as well as potentially quite hazardous, given that the area to be planted at Wyeswood involves some steep inclines. 

The event has been rescheduled for Sunday February 21st between 10am and 3pm as before. Please put this date in your diary and come along if you can!

Your Next Mailing

We had hoped that your next set of magazines would be with you by now, but the weather has taken its toll on our schedule. The new date for mailing is now Wednesday 13th January, so you can expect your magazines to be with you by the end of this week, subject to your postal services. Please let us know what you think – we’re always keen to know what you like and don’t like about what we send you. And don’t forget that if you prefer not to receive the mailing as it is, do let us know – you can have any combination of items – or even not at all! 

Talks and Events in the Snow

Due to the weather conditions, talks and events this week are being cancelled or postponed. Don’t forget that at times like these, always call before setting out to ensure that the activity is still going ahead. Local group talks have a local number for the latest information. And where possible, we will try to keep the latest information on our website. 

How to Find Birds’ Nests – a change to the Yearbook 2010

This event, originally billed to take place on Saturday 3rd April, has now been moved to Saturday 24th April, to improve the chances of finding more nests! All other details remain the same – call the office for more information or to book.

Facebook

A reminder that GWT is now on Facebook – get all the latest news and follow our progress on line! www.facebook.com/pages/Gwent-Wildlife-Trust/180784730119

Upcoming Events and Talks
All details of our 2010 events programme is contained in your new copy of our Yearbook 2010 – but here’s what’s coming up shortly….

Family Fun Day – Saturday 13th February – an afternoon of family fun at Magor Marsh, £1 for children, adults free!

The Changing Scenery of Magor Marsh – a series of walks around Magor Marsh, looking at the ways wildlife changes from winter into spring – Sundays 21st, 28th February, 7th and 14th March, 2pm to 4.30pm. Booking essential. Ring the office to secure your place, £15 members, £25 non members.

Nestbox Monitoring at GWT Reserves

It must seem a very long way until Spring at the moment, but we are looking to recruit some more nestbox monitors ready for the coming season.

Last year was very successful with weekly monitoring taking place on thirteen routes, and we are adding three more reserves to the scheme this year.

The reserves, which would benefit from additional pairs of monitors, include Silent Valley , Springdale Farm, Priory Wood, Wyeswood Common and a new site at Glyn Wood near Tintern. Training will be provided. The next session of nestbox monitoring will now start in April 2010 but we would like to hear now from anyone interested in joining the team.

BioBonanza

Can you help with a BioBonanza?

GWT has teamed up with The Works project to hold a week long ‘BioBonanza’. The event is being held as part of National Science and Engineering Week between 12th and 21st March and we will be working with schools and community groups to record species currently living on the old steelworks site near Ebbw Vale. We need people with knowledge of a range of species to help during the week – any offers? It’s also a good opportunity to get a sneak preview of the new education centre the Trust is opening on the site.

Organic GWT Hay for Sale


Gwent Wildlife Trust has small square bales of organic hay for sale, made on our Pentwyn Farm nature reserve. They were made with no rain on them and are being stored under cover. Price on application. Buyer to collect from Pentwyn Farm nature reserve in Penallt. An organic license is available on request.

For more information or to organise a purchase, please contact Tim Green , Farm and Wildlife Development Officer on 01600 740600 or email tgreen@gwentwildlife.org.

