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Wild Auction
GWT is hosting its Promises Auction on Saturday 26th March at 6.30pm in Dingestow Village Hall. Tickets cost £20 each and include a sit down meal from Jane White Catering. Jane White Catering puts a creative twist on home cooking and aims to use only the freshest ingredients sourced from local producers whenever possible. A staffed bar will be available on the evening. 
 
The evening will be hosted by the entertaining Mr Lyndon Trumper, auctioneer from J Straker, Chadwick & Sons. We have already had a huge response to our call for promises and have some very interesting and varied items to offer – including a trip in a Ferrari, a weekend in a Mongolian Yurt, even a whole pig. Our star item is a day’s bird watching in the company of Iolo Williams – an experience not to be missed. Apart from being a very entertaining speaker, Iolo has a wealth of knowledge about our wildlife and an enormous amount of enthusiasm for it. It will be a day to remember. We are collating our catalogue at the moment and the full list will be available on line shortly. Having said that, if you would like to offer something for us to auction, please do get in touch with Gemma on gbode@gwentwildlife.org.
 
If you can’t be there on the night, do have a look through the on line catalogue as we are able to take commission bids up until midnight on Thursday 24th March by email to gbode@gwentwildlife.org. For full details of the items on offer and how to submit a commission bid, please visit our website, www.gwentwildlife.org, where all the information will be available very soon.
 

 
Nestbox Monitoring Spring Get-Together
Val Jackson will be hosting a Spring Get-together at The Kings Head Hotel, Usk, for the Nest Box Monitoring Team starting at 7.30pm on Monday 28th March. This event is primarily for those volunteers already on the nest box monitoring scheme but if you are interested in finding out more or wish to join the scheme yourself, you’ll be very welcome to come along.
 
The focus of the evening will be a talk by Dr Anne Goodenough, on the importance of bird nestbox schemes for conservation and scientific research. We are hoping that Carl Barimore, from the British Trust for Ornithology, will be able to join us. Carl will also talk to those of you who have just joined the scheme or are thinking of joining and outline the methods and objectives, ready for your first visits in April. Refreshments – sandwiches and chips – will be available to keep you all going!
 
To cover costs, places cost £5 each. To book your place or to find out more, contact Val on vjackson@gwentwildlife.org. 
 

 
Training Opportunities with Powys Sense Ltd
There are training opportunities for anyone who is economically inactive and lives in Powys or Monmouthshire: free workers for farmers, to help individuals enter into agriculture; volunteering opportunities on horticultural sites; a small task & landscaping team, environmental vacancy; land skills & team building courses, & a bigger Big Skill 2011.                                                                                                                                                                                                
· Paid ILM Training Opportunity at Farm Project near Monmouth – Training in Horticultural, Dry Stone Walling, Fencing & Bodging 

· Environmental Project Worker, interested in photovoltaics – 13 week ILM paid opportunity, working from New Radnor – Acquire an OCN qualification; enhance your CV;  gain employment        

· Paid 2 Future Jobs Fund vacancies Rural Community Task Workers around Brecon – Organic gardening on vegetable plot; sale of produce; making planters from recycled wood; gardening for the community; undertaking fencing & dry stone walling – OCN accredited training (Future Jobs Fund vacancy: 25 hours for 26 weeks for anyone on jobseekers allowance at statutory minimum wage)                     

For more information, contact the Jobcentre or send in your CV and a covering letter to Powys Sense Ltd, TGAL Business Centre, Market Approach, Brecon , LD3 7DA , 01874 610911 or powyssense@gmail.com or visit the website www.workonfarms.org/www.thebigskill.com   



 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://uk.mg40.mail.yahoo.com/ya/download?mid=1%5f1098352%5fAMFu%2bFcAAOQMTVqVNAY0PHtryuU&pid=6&fid=Inbox&inline=1" \* MERGEFORMATINET 


 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://uk.mg40.mail.yahoo.com/ya/download?mid=1%5f1098352%5fAMFu%2bFcAAOQMTVqVNAY0PHtryuU&pid=7&fid=Inbox&inline=1" \* MERGEFORMATINET 
 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://uk.mg40.mail.yahoo.com/ya/download?mid=1%5f1098352%5fAMFu%2bFcAAOQMTVqVNAY0PHtryuU&pid=4&fid=Inbox&inline=1" \* MERGEFORMATINET 


   
Also required on ILM, Grants & Sponsorship Fundraiser & volunteers for gardening & land skills course Hereford .
 

 
The Big Pond Thaw Survey
Following the sudden onset of wintry weather, the Pond Conservation Trust are once again, receiving reports of dead amphibians in garden ponds. Therefore, they have decided to re-launch their ‘Big Pond Thaw Survey’ for 2010/2011, to try and get a fuller picture of this phenomenon across the whole of the winter period.

 

They would be grateful for any records of fish or amphibian deaths you are experiencing, plus a bit about the background to your pond. Even if you haven’t been blessed with dead pond life, The Pond Conservation Trust still want to hear from people who regularly see frogs in their garden pond, but who have not seen any mortalities this year. This will help find out whether frogs are more likely to survive in some ponds than others.

 

To take part, please enter your results online at www.pondconservation.org.uk/big ponddip/bigpondthawformonline.
 

You can also download their ‘Big Pond Thaw’ report for the winter of 2009/2010, which will give you some more ideas about how to help your pond creatures.

 

 

Education Appeal
We had a great response to our recent appeal to support our education services through the next financial year. Thanks to everyone who gave – it really is very much appreciated. We are still accepting funds towards this cause – if you would like to give, please go to our website www.gwentwildlife.org and click on the green ‘Education’ button. If you prefer to pay over the phone, please call on 01600 740600 or drop us a line at Gwent Wildlife Trust, Seddon House, Dingestow, Monmouth NP25 4DY. Don’t forget that if you are a UK tax payer, we can claim an additional 28% of your donation amount from the government – at absolutely no extra cost to you – just let us know – we’ll need your name and address in order to claim it.

 

What to See at GWT Reserves This Month
The earliest spring flowers are just beginning to appear in the woods at the end of February: try looking for primroses, violets and lesser celandine at Prisk Wood or Croes Robert Wood. There is a lovely display of wild daffodils on the more open scrubby slope below Margaret’s Wood. As we move into March, an increasing number of trees are in blossom – blackthorn is one of the earliest. Look out for the first butterflies, usually the brimstone or the occasional tortoiseshell or peacock, which wake on warm days, and the first queen bumblebees start out from hibernation. Frogs and toads are starting to move to their breeding ponds at this time of year – the small pond along the dramway at Silent Valley is a good place to look for frog spawn.

 

We were lucky enough to spot a beautiful kingfisher which put in an appearance on the bridge outside our Magor Marsh office last week. And a red kite was spotted at Silent Valley this month.
 

 

Upcoming Events and Talks
Early booking for your favourite courses is highly recommended. Places are only guaranteed on receipt of payment. Please note that the Coppice Crafts event due to be held on 26th February has been postponed until November. See our website for the latest information – www.gwentwildlife.org. 

 

 
Nest Box Building 
Tutor: Rodney Morris

Saturday 26th February, 10am – 12pm (children)

Saturday 26th February, 1pm – 3pm (adults)

Magor Marsh , near Newport

Contact: GWT, 01600 740600

Cost: £3 members, £6 non-members (adults and children)

To take home a bird box, £5

Booking essential for either session

There will be a short presentation showing nesting birds in their natural habitats followed by a demonstration and a practical bird box building session. Different styles of nest boxes will be shown. 

 

Coppice Crafts – POSTPONED until November
Tutor: Veronika Brannovic

Saturday 26th February, 10.30am – 2.30pm

ERC, Ebbw Vale

Contact: ERC, 01495 307525

Cost: £5 members, £8 non-members

Booking essential

Many of our native trees can be coppiced, for instance willow, hazel, and alder, and this traditional woodland management technique provides wood that has many uses. Learn all about some of these trees and have a go at making something: maybe a plant support for the garden or a decorative dragonfly. Use willow produced by GWT to have a go at wildlife art.

 

The Changing Scenery of Magor Marsh – Winter
Tutor: Paul Cawley

Sunday 27th February, 2pm – 4.30pm

Magor Marsh , near Newport

Contact: GWT, 01600 740600

Cost: £5 members, £8 non-members

Booking essential

This course will begin with a talk in the classroom followed by a walk around the reserve, looking at the flora and fauna of Magor Marsh captured in winter. To see how the reserve changes and blooms throughout the year, see Paul’s other walks in spring, summer and autumn. 

 

Folk Law of Plants
Speaker: Mark Langley

Tuesday 1st March, 7.30pm

St Michael’s Centre, Abergavenny

Contact: Abergavenny Local Group, 01873 852036

Cost: £1, children FREE

 

Newport Wetlands National Nature Reserve – the first ten years
Speaker: Kevin Dupe

Tuesday 8th March, 7.30pm

The Ballroom, Glen yr Afon House Hotel, Usk

Contact: Usk Local Group, 01495 785530

Cost: £2, children FREE

 

Wild Communication
Tutor: Veronika Brannovic

Saturday 12th March, 10.30am – 2.30pm

ERC, Ebbw Vale

Contact: ERC, 01495 307525

Cost: FREE but donations always welcome

No need to book

Help celebrate National Science and Engineering Week with a visit to the ERC. The theme this year is ‘Communication’ so we’ll be looking at the variety of ways that animals communicate – including us humans!

 
Croes Robert: A Working Reserve
Speaker: Keith Allen

Wednesday 16th March, 7.30pm

Chepstow Leisure Centre, Chepstow
Contact: Chepstow Local Group, 01291 689326
Cost: £1.50 members, £2 non-members
An illustrated talk by Keith Allen , Volunteer Warden, about the GWT reserve which produces charcoal and provides habitat for dormice.
Tea and coffee available
 

Wild Communication
Tutor: Veronika Brannovic

Saturday 19th March, 10.30am – 2.30pm

ERC, Ebbw Vale

Contact: ERC, 01495 307525

Cost: FREE but donations always welcome

No need to book

Help celebrate National Science and Engineering Week with a visit to the ERC. The theme this year is ‘Communication’ so we’ll be looking at the variety of ways that animals communicate – including us humans!

 

Historical Background to the GWT Reserves
Speaker: Robert Trett

Monday 21st March, 7.30pm

The Ballroom, Bridges Community Centre, Monmouth

Contact: Monmouth Local Group, 01600 740286

Cost: Recommended donation of £1.50 (minimum)

Feel free to bring a friend

 

Conservation Jobs Fayre
Hosts: GWT, BTCV & EVAD

Thursday 24th March, drop in from 10.30am

Come along during the day to find out more about a career in conservation. There will be taster sessions and demonstrations of the kinds of activities and skills typical of a job in conservation. There will also be demonstrations of chain saw sculpting and there will be financial advice, especially aimed at those seeking employment. Transport will be available from Ebbw Vale town centre.

ERC, Ebbw Vale

Contact: ERC, 01495 307525

Cost: FREE

No need to book

 

Spring Funday
Tutor: Veronika Brannovic

Saturday 26th March, 10.30am – 2.30pm

ERC, Ebbw Vale

Contact: ERC, 01495 307525

Cost: £1 adults, children FREE

No need to book

A day of spring-inspired fun at the ERC. Learn about nests and eggs, plant some spring bulbs and seeds. This event will include a seed swap – bring some seeds you don’t need and swap them for some you do.

 

Wildlife Warriors
Tutor: Tom Rugg

Every Tuesday 29th March to Tuesday 18th October (term time only), 6.30pm – 8.30pm

Magor Marsh , near Newport (plus field trips elsewhere in Gwent)

Contact: Magor Marsh , 01633 889048

Cost per half term: £8 members, £10 non-members

Booking essential

Learn bush craft and survival skills, see bird ringing up close, go badger watching and discover so much more about practical conservation.

 

Keep an eye on www.gwentwildlife.org/events.htm for the latest GWT’s events.
