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Keeping in Touch
We are always very keen to keep in touch with our membership, via our literature, facebook, twitter, emails and by telephone. If you have any preferences with respect to how we contact you, particularly if you do NOT want to receive telephone calls, do drop Rachael an email on rdaniels@gwentwildlife.org and let her know.
Don’t Pander to the Westminster ‘Growth at all Costs’ Agenda
Environmental organisations are deeply concerned that plans for a new M4 relief road may be back. They call on the Welsh Government not to be railroaded by the Westminster agenda and to drop the damaging scheme once and for all, especially when there are so many sustainable alternatives now being considered.
 Environmental and wildlife conservation organisations, along with many local people living and working on the Gwent Levels, call on the governments to be true to their duty of Sustainable Development and emerging policies for a new framework for the natural environment.
The proposed route would pass through nationally important sites for nature and would have far reaching impacts on wildlife and the environment through increasing pollution, carbon emissions and disturbance to protected wildlife. 
 Tom Clarke, Chief Executive Officer of Gwent Wildlife Trust said ‘A new motorway across the Gwent Levels is not the best solution for M4 relief and does not deliver the sustainability targets of the Welsh Government. Alternative solutions such as bus and rail link enhancements have not been properly explored. The natural environment contributes £9 billion per annum to the Welsh economy and supports 1 in 6 Welsh jobs. Carving a new motorway across a wildlife haven such as the Gwent Levels would cause significant long term damage to both the economy and the environment.’
 Katie-Jo Luxton, Director of RSPB Cymru said ‘A new motorway is not the answer to our transport problems.  We want a sustainable solution that respects wildlife, the environment and doesn’t cost the earth for future generations. The Gwent Levels is a jewel in Wales ’s crown, and should not be damaged by motorway construction, when there are so many alternatives.’
Gareth Clubb, Director of Friends of the Earth Cymru said ‘If the UK Government has money to spare to invest in transport in Wales then let’s see electrification of the railways – as far west as Swansea, the north Wales coast line and the entire Valley  Lines. This would bring much greater economic and environmental benefit, and just as importantly would reduce social inequalities by improving public transport for the people who need most support just now – those who can’t afford to use private cars.’
The Gwent Levels is Wales ’ largest floodplain grassland, and one of the top four of its kind in the UK . It is nationally important for its precious and beautiful wildlife resource, and is irreplaceable. The site is important for wildfowl and waders and rare plants and insects, and due to its national important wildlife it is given protection by the British Government as a Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI). 
 The Gwent Levels are described by the Welsh Government as the ‘green lung of Newport ’ and play an essential part of the functioning and well-being of South Wales . The landscape contributes to flood prevention, better air quality, and food production and provides protection from rising sea levels, safeguarding jobs, recreation and livelihoods. 
George Osborne’s Autumn Statement – The Wildlife Trusts’ Response
The Wildlife Trusts recently voiced exasperation at George Osborne's Autumn budget statement which includes plans to review the rules which protect some of the most important wildlife sites in England . “It seems that the Chancellor is not content with the massive shake-up of the planning system that is already under way, and which initially failed to recognise Local Wildlife Sites. Now sites and species of European importance face an uncertain future in England . When will the Government recognise that our natural resources are finite?” asked The Wildlife Trusts’ Chief Executive Stephanie Hilborne OBE.
The Government’s own National Ecosystem Assessment and Natural Environment White Paper, both published in June this year, promised us much more than this. They were to herald a step change in nature’s fortunes. And Special Areas of Conservation and Special Protection Areas are a key part of the foundation upon which nature’s recovery of this country will depend. Yet taking our much depleted wildlife into a more positive future is clearly far from the Chancellor’s agenda. 
“To go down in history as the Government that kick-started nature’s recovery means maintaining the long fought for protection for our richest wildlife sites” Stephanie continues.
She added: “The Wildlife Trusts are well known for taking a pragmatic and constructive stance in its dealings with developers and local authorities on the ground and with the national Government. Now we have lost patience with the Treasury. The wrong outcome from this review risks driving a wedge between developers and conservationists at time when we ought to be co-operating more than ever.
“At a time of recession we should look to the long-term. The coalition Government during the Second World War placed nature at the centre of post-war reconstruction.”
Special Areas of Conservation were established under the EU Habitats Directive and Special Protection Areas established under the EU Birds Directive. Such sites are the very foundation of environmental protection on land and at sea in England . They are key to our quality of life and to the future of iconic places in a densely populated country like our own.
Paul Wilkinson, Head of Living Landscape, added “We are deeply concerned that Government is considering reviewing the implementation of both the EU Birds and Habitats Directives in England , in an attempt to ease the way for major developments on land and on our coasts.”
Joan Edwards, Head of Living Seas, said “It would be appalling if this review created yet another barrier to protecting wildlife at sea. We were already 60 years behind conservation on land when the 2009 Marine Act was to have started a new era”. 
Thirteen off-shore Special Areas of Conservation were announced by the European Commission only last week giving hope to The Wildlife Trusts’ long-running campaign for marine protected areas.
The chairs and chief executives of the 47 Wildlife Trusts met recently and heard from the New Economics Foundation about the urgent need for a fundamentally different economic model that takes into account that our natural resources are being rapidly depleted. Only such a dramatic shift will secure a society that can thrive whilst addressing climate change and reversing the loss of biodiversity.
Stephanie Hilborne concluded: “Economic growth should not be achieved at the cost of our natural life support systems.”
 
BBC’s Frozen Planet Cameraman on Tour
 We’ve heard the following news and thought it might be of interest to our readers.
Following the recent success of the acclaimed BBC series Frozen Planet, wildlife cameraman and photographer, Doug Allan, will be embarking on his new speaking tour Life Behind The Lens covering adventures, encounters, and insights. The tour will take place across February and March 2012.
 Doug will be hosting an evening of enthralling personal recollections from his travels around the world as one of the world’s leading wildlife cameramen: from being dragged underwater by a hungry walrus to being poked by a polar bear in his sleep, Doug never fails to entertain with his exciting stories, Scottish charm, and warm sense of humour.
 Doug is well known for his award winning photography and for his camerawork on hugely successful BBC programmes such as Life, Human Planet, Blue Planet, Planet Earth and the recently acclaimed Frozen Planet and Ocean Giants. With mesmerising footage and incredible photographs, Doug chats about his latest stories and adventures.
 Life Behind the Lens will be in Newport on the 1st March 2012, at The Riverfront. For further details and to purchase tickets, please call 01633 656757 or go to www.newport.gov/theriverfront or for more dates and venues, go to www.dougallan.com.
 British Lichen Society ‘Introducing Lichens’ Courses
Have fun finding out about lichens in 2012  
Fnd out about lichens from expert lichenologists at courses run jointly by the British Lichen Society (BLS) and the Field Studies Council (FSC) in your local area, or attend for a day on holiday! 
 The courses are a wonderful opportunity for anyone keen to learn what lichens are and how to recognise some of the more common species. The detailed programmes will reflect local opportunities and facilities. At most centres two courses are offered: 
· Introducing Lichens 1 includes an introductory talk, a field excursion and use of simple charts and keys to help you identify species with confidence.
· Introducing Lichens 2 helps participants develop their interest and knowledge of lichens. Lichens will be investigated in their local habitats along with characters to aid field identification. The biology and many uses of lichens, including as pollution indicators, will be introduced. If time is available participants may be able to use microscopes to study lichens further or undertake a small project.
Each course runs for one day, 10am – 4.30pm, and costs £35. You can book through the local FSC Centre. There are venues from Devon to Yorkshire , running from February to September 2012.
See www.thebls.org.uk/content/events.html for further information or to book your place.
 
Important Orchard Maintenance at Pentwyn Farm
 We have just completed some much needed orchard maintenance at the orchard on our Pentwyn reserve. Part of the maintenance included removing some weak and diseased trees which were posing a threat to others within the site. This tree removal not only stops the spread of infection, it also gives some much needed breathing space for those than remain. This will help the trees grow with much more vigour and, we hope, provide even better fruit crops! The opened canopy will also allow more sunlight on to the grassland, helping to promote growth of wildlife flowers.  Why not make a trip over to the orchard to have a look?
 Note that there will be restricted access to the orchard during March and April 2012 to protect the ewes and lambs during lambing.
 Waitrose Supports Wildlife Warriors
 We were delighted to be told by Waitrose that their Caldicot store had nominated our Wildlife Warriors as one of their charities for November. A big thank you goes to Waitrose and their customers for this valuable support.
 GWT MATCH FUND Appeal
We’re making good use of the blank space on the back of the address sheets in your next mailing, due January 2012, by putting details of our latest and important appeal to raise funds to unlock urgent funds from grant applications. We have applications in for grants worth £105,000 but will need to find £15,000 to match these funds. Thanks to some of our members who have already donated £6,000 but we need to find the remaining funds to give us access to these grants if we are successful. Please don’t throw away your address sheet this time until you have had chance to read the appeal and find out all the details! If you can help in any way, we’d love to hear from you.
 Waitrose Community Matters
 Each month, every branch of Waitrose donates £1,000 between three local community projects. Having three Waitrose stores in the Gwent area, we are well placed to receive money for our core work. If you use, or are even passing the Waitrose stores in Abergavenny, Caldicot and Monmouth, then please pick up the form and nominate GWT. Thank you.
 GWT Events Guide 2012
It’s the time of year when our new and very exciting Events Guide is due to land on your doorsteps (beginning of January with your latest magazines). Please have a look through and see what great activities we’ve got planned for 2012 throughout the county. Don’t forget that the popular courses always book up quickly, so if you want to attend, please give us a call on 01600 740600 to book.
Every Click Helps
 Do you use Google to search the internet? Why not switch to everyclick and raise valuable funds for GWT? Click on the following link and set it up as your home page. You will be surprised how quickly the funds start to build up. It is a quick and easy way to support our core work and at no cost to you or GWT.
http://www.everyclick.com/gwent-wildlife-trust-ltd/67910/0
Upcoming Events and Talks
 For those courses where booking is essential, early booking for your favourites is highly recommended. Places are only guaranteed on receipt of payment. See our website for the latest information – www.gwentwildlife.org. 
 
 
Winter Wonders
Tutor: Veronika Brannovic  
Wednesday 21st December, 11am – 3pm
ERC, Ebbw Vale
Contact: ERC, 01495 307525
Cost: £1 adults, children FREE
No need to book
To help you lift your spirits in these dark winter months, we’ve arranged for Mother Christmas to visit and cheer us up. Learn how to make decorations using natural materials and pick up some last minute gifts.
 
Wellbeing through Nature
Speaker: Steve Spode
Wednesday 21st December, 7.30pm
Chepstow Leisure Centre, Chepstow
Contact: Chepstow Local Group, 01291 689326
Cost: Members £1.50, non-members £2
Seasonal refreshments will be available
 
GWT Abergavenny Local Group Work Party
Sunday 8th January, 10am to 12.30pm
Strawberry Cottage Wood
Contact: GWT Abergavenny Local Group, 01873 851562
Work involves repairs to paths, surveying, bird box inspections, etc.
 
WING Work Task
Sunday 8th January, 10.30am
Meet at the top car park of the Newport Civic Centre
Contact: Richard Bakere , 01600 740600
Solutia – woodland and scrub management
 
Travels in the Northern Territories of Australia
Speaker: Frances Baines
Tuesday 10th January, 7.30pm
The Ballroom, Glen-yr-Afon House Hotel, Usk
Contact: GWT Usk Local Group, 01291 673141
Cost: £2, under 16s FREE (accompanied by an adult only)
Frances, in her ‘walkabouts’, shares with us an illustrated talk on her wonderful journey ‘where the wild things are’. Travel through beautiful tropical woodlands, the wetlands of Kakadu, and the arid, sandy deserts around the MacDonnell Ranges .
 
Exmoor Ponies at Trellech
Speaker: Stephanie Poulter
Monday 16th January, 7.30pm
Bridges Community Centre, Monmouth
Contact: GWT Monmouth Local Group, 01600 740286
Stephanie Poulter talks about how she maintains a herd of these wild ponies and hires them out for grazing.
 
The BTO Garden Birdwatch Scheme
Speaker: Mick Bailey
Wednesday 18th January, 7.30pm
Chepstow Leisure Centre, Chepstow
Contact: GWT Chepstow Local Group, 01291 689326
Cost: Members £1.50, non-members £2
Tea and coffee available
Mick is a Garden Birdwatch Ambassador for the British Trust for Ornithology
 
Coppicing
Tutor: Jan Kinchington
Wednesday 25th January, 10am – 3pm
Croes Robert Reserve, near Monmouth
Contact: GWT, 01600 740600
Cost: £6 members, £9 non members
BOOKING ESSENTIAL
Come and learn more about coppicing — the ancient art of cutting trees and shrubs to promote vigorous growth to create a sustainable supply of timber. This course is a practical introduction to coppicing. You will learn one of the oldest woodland skills using traditional methods. The course includes felling and stacking coppice, layering, sharpening and safe use of tools. Jan is Woodland Reserve Officer at GWT with particular responsibility for Croes Robert, where GWT’s coppicing and charcoal projects are run. 
 
Brilliant Birdwatch
Saturday 28th January, 2pm – 4pm
ERC, Ebbw Vale
Contact: ERC, 01495 307525
Cost: FREE
Refreshments available
Join us at the ERC to watch the variety of birds visiting the feeders right outside the windows. Enjoy a hot drink and welshcake and take part in bird-inspired crafts.
Keep an eye on www.gwentwildlife.org/events.htm for the latest GWT’s events.
