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Groundworks at Pentwyn Farm Autumn 2010
For two to three weeks in September, there will be ground works being carried out at Pentwyn Farm around the medieval barn and the hay barn. If you are visiting Pentwyn Farm or Wyeswood Common during these works, please be aware of heavy vehicle movements within the reserve. Please observe all safety notices, ensure that children are accompanied by an adult and that dogs are kept under strict control. The car parks may be closed to visitors during this time. Please ring in advance for more information on 01600 740600.
 

Blaenau Gwent Local Group Annual General Knowledge Quiz
Come along and bring your smartest friends on Wednesday 13th October at 7.30pm to take part in the Blaenau Gwent Local Group’s Annual General Knowledge Quiz. This year it will be held at the Bailey Arms in Cwm (postcode NP23 7QY). There will be a prize for the winning team, a raffle and a FREE buffet. All proceeds go to help the good work of GWT. This event is always lots of fun and we look forward to seeing you there.

 

The cost is £6 for a team of four – if you can’t rustle up a team, ring Rodney or Jeff who will sort out a team for you. For more information or to book your team/place, contact the Blaenau Gwent Local Group on 01495 308056 (Rodney Morris) or 01495 371423 (Jeff Smith). Please let them know in advance that you are coming so that they have an idea of the numbers for the catering.

 
Please also note that, in a change to previously advertised, all Blaenau Gwent Local Group meetings will now take place at GWT’s Environmental Resource Centre on the old Steelworks site in Ebbw Vale.
 

Welsh Marches Pomona Book Signing
As part of the Abergavenny Food Festival Fringe, Broadleaf Books in Abergavenny invites you to discover apples, taste apple juice from local orchards (courtesy of Welsh Farmhouse Apple Juice) and meet the authors of Welsh Marches Pomona on Saturday 18th September, 2pm to 4pm, at 16 Monk Street , Abergavenny. This beautiful book, written by Michael Porter and illustrated by Margaret Gill, rediscovers the delights and varieties of long-forgotten fruit. It provides information on thirty-one varieties of apple which originated in the Welsh Marches with detailed botanical descriptions accompanied by exquisite full-page colour illustrations and drawings. Discuss the topic with the book's creators and enjoy tasting the variety of Marches apples. Come and talk to the authors who will be happy to sign copies.

 
For more information, contact Joanna at Broadleaf Books on 01873 857127 or broadleaf12@aol.com.
What to See at GWT Reserves This Month
Migration time is starting, so you’re sure to notice the swallows beginning to gather and getting ready to fly away to warmer climes. There are a lot of young fledglings about. Plants are seeding so the flowers are going over making spotting and identifying plants more tricky. But we’re also coming into fungi season now and of course, they particularly prefer the damp conditions we’re experiencing at the moment.. 

Upcoming Events and Talks
All details of our 2010 events programme are contained in your copy of our Yearbook 2010, with the latest details available on www.gwentwildlife.org – but here’s what’s coming up shortly…

 

 
Dry Stone Walling
Tutor: Terry Mead

Be involved in the restoration of an ancient landscape feature. This practical course will teach you the necessary skills to strip out and rebuild a strong, stock​-proof boundary wall, without the need for cement. Learn the function of the different types of stone used in a dry stone wall, and how to build safely and effectively with them. This is a practical course. Attendees should be prepared for a lot of heavy lifting.
Monday & Tuesday 13th & 14th September, 9.30am – 4.30pm
Pentwyn Farm, near Monmouth
Contact: Gwent Wildlife Trust
Cost: £45 members, £60 non-members
Booking Essential
 
What tree is it? 
2.30pm - 4.00pm Tuesday 28th September 2010
Grounds of Dingestow Court 
Tim Green, GWT Reserves Officer
Join Tim for a guided walk around the grounds at Dingestow Court for some basic tree and shrub identification. The grounds support a lovely mix of both native and non native trees; providing the perfect place to learn more about some of the trees which may also reside in your churchyard.
The walk will last approx one hour, over fairly gentle ground (although it may be muddy in places), followed by tea & coffee.
FREE as part of the Gwent Living Churchyards Project, but BOOKING IS REQUIRED.
For more details or to book a place please contact Rebecca Price (Gwent Wildlife Trust, 01600 740358 or rprice@gwentwildlife.org).
 
Wyndcliff and Pierce Woods: an Ecological and Historical Introduction
Tutor: George Peterken

Gwent Wildlife Trust President and author of ‘ Wye Valley ’ (New Naturalist 105), George Peterken is a noted ecologist. This course is an opportunity to accompany George on a testing walk from the river to the Wyndcliff. You will learn about natural woodland and the picturesque, as well as how to identify different tree and shrub species and learn about their habitats and management. Feel free to bring your copy of George’s book to be signed.

Saturday 2nd October, 11am – 4pm
Wyndcliffe, near Tintern

Contact: Gwent Wildlife Trust
Cost: £3 members, £6 non-members
Booking Essential

 

A Brush with Nature – Painting and Drawing Wild Fungi
Tutors: Rick Park & Sheila Spence

Rick is GWT’s new Chief Executive and a talented wildlife artist. Sheila is well known local fungi specialist. This is a two day course: on Saturday, we’ll be walking around the site looking for specimens to collect. We’ll be assessing what is found and the places or habitats in which they grow. On Sunday we’ll spend the day learning from Rick how to draw and paint the fungi using a variety of media.

Saturday 9th & Sunday 10th October, Saturday 2pm – 4pm, Sunday 9.30am – 4.30pm
Magor Marsh, near Newport

Contact: Gwent Wildlife Trust
Cost: £60 members, £90 non-members
Booking Essential

Gravestone Recording Session 
Timings to be confirmed, Saturday 16th October 2010
St Michael’s Churchyard (Tintern)
Led by Paul Huckfield, Outreach Officer, Glamorgan-Gwent Archaeological Trust 
Churchyards are full of information about our past, much of which can be of huge value in the present for understanding who we are and where we come from. Join Paul to explore some of the styles, symbols and shapes to be seen on gravestones and learn how to record information about and on, the many headstones in the churchyard.

FREE as part of Gwent Living Churchyards Project, but BOOKING IS REQUIRED. 
Contact Rebecca Price: rprice@gwentwildlife.org or 01600 740358 to book a place.
 

Fantastic Fungi 
Tuesday 2nd November 2010, 10am-1pm
Christchurch Cemetery ( Newport )  
Join us for an informal walk around Christchurch Cemetery with Sheila Spence of the Gwent Fungus Group. Sheila will help us to learn more about fungi, their importance and (fingers crossed!) see some of the variety of grassland fungi that Christchurch Cemetery is home to. 

FREE as part of the Gwent Living Churchyards Project, but BOOKING IS REQUIRED.
To book a place please contact Rebecca Price (Gwent Wildlife Trust, 01600 740358 or rprice@gwentwildlife.org).
 
Keep an eye on www.gwentwildlife.org/livingchurchyards for news of more courses.
