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The Patter of Tiny Hooves at Pentwyn Farm
 
After almost five weeks, our flock of Hebridean sheep have finished lambing with a total of 24 ewes lambed with 30 lambs.
 
There has been a some high and low moments as is always the case with livestock. One ewe had to go for a Caesarean on Good Friday but unfortunately, both her lambs were dead. The ewe has made a good recovery and is now out grazing with the rest of the flock. Another ewe rejected her first lamb and ‘Annie the orphan’ was bottle fed by Gill, one of our volunteer shepherds, for a week. However a ewe that lost her own lamb during one of the many heavy showers was penned up with Annie and the ewe adopted her as her own. It has been a really great moment to let them all out into the field.
 
The ewes and lambs will be grazing on Wyeswood Common throughout the summer months. You’re welcome to come and see them – just remember that dogs must be kept on leads around all livestock.
 

Orchard Project Officer – New Post
 

Gwent Wildlife Trust has been successful in receiving Heritage Lottery Funding for a brand new and very exciting Project that concerns Gwent’s Orchards. We have lost over 85% of the Orchards that were once in the County since the 1960’s and all the wildlife with them. Orchards can be wonderful havens for wildlife, for birds such as bullfinch and redwing, insects such as the rare noble chafer beetle and many fungi and plant species. The Project aims to find many of Gwent’s Orchards and work with their owners in managing them positively for wildlife as well as finding and recording what wonderful beasties might be living there. The Project also aims to help landowners and local communities plant new orchards with local varieties, and promote the heritage that these wonderful places are associated with. We are currently looking for a part-time Project Officer to run the Project. If you are interested, please contact Gemma Bodé at the Trust, gbode@gwentwilife.org. Alternatively, do you own an orchard and would like to be involved in the Project? If so, please contact Sorrel Jones, sjones@gwentwildlife.org.

 

Volunteering with GWT
 

Our team of volunteers goes from strength to strength, with now over 300 members involved in a wide range of activities, ranging from working parties out on the reserves, to giving talks to local groups, and writing articles for our magazines. Do have a look at our website http://www.gwentwildlife.org/volunteers/index.htm for the full list of current volunteer vacancies.

 

However, there are currently two projects for which we could do with a bit more help quite urgently.  

 

One is our Nestbox Monitoring project. This was an enormous success last year with 275 nestboxes on 13 routes being regularly monitored and recorded. This vital information was submitted to the BTO (British Trust for Ornithology) to help in our understanding of breeding birds.

 

This year we have added a further four reserves, with an additional 100 nestboxes, to the scheme, but this has left us short of monitors on a couple of the routes, in particular, our reserve at Priory Wood, north of Usk, and another location, near to Monmouth. We are hoping that a couple of our members might like to join the scheme, and accompany experienced monitors on these routes. It is a very exciting and rewarding role.

  

It involves walking round the nestbox route with your partner, opening each box and recording what you see inside, which species of bird, how many eggs, or young birds, etc. We try to go weekly, but we understand that some weeks are unavoidably missed. The period of monitoring is from the beginning of May to the second week of June.

 

Another new project this year is the development of a wildlife garden down on our Magor Marsh reserve. Work has already started to clear the site and a site plan is near completion. But we do need to put together a working party to make some real progress this season, planting trees, bushes and suitable plants, and to develop the pond. 

 

If you are interested in either of these projects, or any you see on the website, do email our Volunteer Officer, Val Jackson, on vjackson@gwentwildlife.org. 

 

Chepstow Local Group Events
 

Don’t forget we have the ever popular Chepstow Local Group Plant Sale coming up in May. It’s held in the Senior Citizens’ Hall, Cormeilles Square , Chepstow on Saturday 15th May, from 10am to 1pm. We look forward to seeing lots of you there. Offers of plants abd help all very welcome as always.

 

Chepstow Local Group are extending this to an event at the Usk Open Gardens Weekend on Saturday & Sunday 26th & 27th June with a stand at the Gardeners’ Market on the Memorial Field in Maryport Street. They are appealing for plants and volunteers for this event. 

 

If you can help wit either of these events, please contact Hilary on 01291 689326.

 

Chepstow Local Group are also running a couple of events at the Chepstow Festival – full details will be in the Chepstow Festival programme, including Keith Jones of the Hedgehog Helpline talking on ‘What We May See in our Gardens Tonight’ on Thursday 15th July at 6.30pm in the Methodist Hall in Chepstow. Tickets are £2.50 (£1 for children) available from the Chepstow Festival Booking Office. We hope he'll be able to bring some hoglets with him!

 

What to See at GWT Reserves This Month
 
Don’t forget to take time out to visit our wonderful reserves. This month, you can see wild daffodils at Margaret’s Wood, cowslips at Pentwyn Farm and Springdale, and early purple orchids and bluebells at Prisk Wood. Details of all our reserves are on the website, including directions.
 

Wildlife Warriors
Spring has sprung into action and so too has our Wildlife Warriors group based at Magor Marsh.  They have got lots of exciting activities lined up between now and July, including bird ringing, survival skills and a walk up the Skirrid … all counting towards an award that each Wildlife Warrior hopes to achieve by the end of the summer. We do still have a few places left if there are any 11 – 14 year olds who would like to join us on our adventures on Tuesday’s 6.30 – 8.30pm.  Lots of last year’s group enjoyed it so much they’ve come back for more! What more can we say?  Please ring 01633 889048 for further details and to join us. We’d love to see you there.
 

Upcoming Events and Talks
All details of our 2010 events programme is contained in your copy of our Yearbook 2010, with the latest details available on www.gwentwildlife.org – but here’s what’s coming up shortly…

 
 
How to Find Bird Nests!
Tutor: Rodney Morris & Steve Carter

Taking part in the British Trust for Ornithology’s National Nest Record Scheme can be a very rewarding hobby and provides incredibly useful information to assist bird conservation. The trouble is that bird’s nests are not easy to find! Join two experts for an indoor talk looking at birds and their breeding habits followed by a practical demonstration outside and the chance to practice your new-found skills under supervision. We may visit a variety of sites depending on where birds are actually nesting. The practical seesion includes difficult terrain.

Saturday 1st May 10am – 4pm
The Works Project Centre, Ebbw Vale

Cost: £3 members, £6 non-members
Booking Essential

 
Wyeswood Common – the Progress so Far
Leader: Annette Murray

A guided tour of Wyeswood Common by site manager Annette Murray . Learn about the progress towards habitat restoration on this beautifully located reserve and contrast the potential at Wyeswood with the established wildflower meadows of the Trust’s Pentwyn Farm next door.

Sunday 9th May, 2pm – 4.30pm
Wyeswood Common, near Monmouth

Cost: £3 members, £6 non-members
Booking Essential

 
The Work of the Gwent Owl Sanctuary
Speaker: Dave Cooksey

Dave Cooksey makes a welcome return to up-date us on the work of his owl sanctuary, with plenty of slides. He will bring live owls.

Tuesday 11th May, 7.30pm
Glen yr Afon House Hotel, Usk

Contact: Usk Local Group, 01495 785530
Cost: £2 adults, children FREE
 

Blaenau Gwent Local Group Meeting
Wednesday 12th May, 7.30pm
King’s Arms, Newtown , Ebbw Vale

Contact: Blaenau Gwent Local Group, 01495 308056
Cost: FREE
All welcome, including non-members

 

Introduction to Bird Ringing including a Practical Demonstration
Tutors: Denis Jackson & Stephanie Tyler

How do we know where birds go in the winter? How long do birds live? How many of this year’s house sparrow chicks will survive to breed next year and just as importantly, how are these and many other things changing over time? The answers are revealed by bird ringing. On this course, a short introductory talk will be followed, weather permitting, by a practical demonstration.

Saturday 15th May, 8am – 12pm
Seddon House, near Monmouth

Contact: Gwent Wildlife Trust
Cost: £4 members, £7 non-members
Booking Essential

 

Grand Plant Sale & Bazaar
An opportunity to get all your garden plants for the summer – Chepstow Local Groups Grand Plant Sale is always extremely popular. Offers of help for the day and plants to donate to Hilary Lee on 01291 689326.

Saturday 15th May, 10am – 1pm
Senior Citizens’ Hall, Cormeilles Square , Chepstow

Contact: Chepstow Local Group, 01291 689326
Cost: FREE
Tea & coffee available

 

Great Plant Sale - CANCELLED
Saturday 15th May, 11am – 3pm
Environmental Resource Centre, near Ebbw Vale

 

National Moth Night
Leader: Rodney Morris

An opportunity to watch moth trapping as it happens. Learn more about these overlooked night time creatures with the experts. Bring a torch and warm clothing as it will be chilly. Children are welcome but should be supervised at all times.

Saturday 15th May, 8.15pm
Silent Valley, near Ebbw Vale

FREE
No need to book

 

The Future of Food and Farming in Europe : the Polish Example
 
A talk by Sir Julian Rose and Jadwiga Łopata of the International Coalition to Protect the Polish Countryside – ICPPC on Sunday 16th May, 3pm, at the Studio Theatre, The Courtyard, Edgar Street, Hereford HR4 9JR. Tickets costs £5 £3 concessions) available only from The Courtyard Box Office, 01432 340555, www.courtyard.org.uk. All ticket revenue donated to ICPPC.

 

2010 is Biodiversity Year and concepts of sustainability will be presented for discussion. Biodiversity is the foundation of health – in all spheres of life, and yet biodiversity is now under intense threat from corporate agribusiness and monocultures in the minds of those who dictate policy. Can we instigate a new agenda to replace the moribund Common Agricultural Policy of the European Union? Can the regions regain their powers and give birth to new localised marketing initiatives? Can farmers and consumers work together to close the gap between production and consumption? These are some of the questions that will be addressed by Julian and Jadwiga.

