Our seas will live to fight another day…
The Marine and Coastal Access Act
Wildlife Trusts Wales is celebrating the passing of a landmark piece of legislation that will have important consequences for how our seas are managed and how marine wildlife is protected for future generations. The Marine and Coastal Access Act has finally made its way through Parliament and is now law.

For many years the Wildlife Trusts have campaigned for new laws to provide better protection of marine habitats and wildlife as well as improved management of activities at sea.
The Marine and Coastal Access Act will ensure that better systems are put in place for delivering sustainable development of the marine and coastal environment. In Wales it will bring new powers to the Welsh Assembly Government to protect and manage Wales’ seas in relation to marine licensing, marine nature conservation, fisheries, marine planning and coastal access.
Sarah Perry, Wildlife Trusts Wales, Marine Campaigns and Advocacy Officer said: “This is an exciting time for the marine environment. It is vitally important that measures are implemented to help conserve nationally important species and habitats that are in decline”.
“Approximately 30% of the Welsh marine environment is protected by EU and UK legislation but this is not halting the decline of our wildlife. Skomer marine nature reserve is the first and only marine nature reserve in Wales and is one of only three marine nature reserves in the UK. Skomer is important because of its importance to a wide variety of species and habitats including grey seals, eelgrass and the largest population of pink sea fans in UK waters. Despite occurring in the marine nature reserve the population is still in decline”.

A network of Marine Conservation Zones will be designated to protect important habitats and species, to ensure our seas remain biologically diverse. Changes to marine planning in Wales will be seen and new marine planning functions will be given to Welsh ministers. The Welsh Government will have control over fisheries matters for a new Welsh zone, extending to the median line between Wales and Ireland and improvements to the management and legislation relating to marine, freshwater and migratory fisheries will be put in place.

As Wildlife Trusts Wales it is our duty to act as watchdog to ensure the Marine Act is implemented as efficiently and effectively in Wales as possible. To ensure that the Welsh Assembly Government act fast to implement the powers given to them, to ensure the Act is delivered quickly and effectively in Wales and to ensure steps are taken to protect our marine wildlife, habitats and to manage activities at sea.
Joan Edwards, The Wildlife Trusts’ head of Living Seas, said:  “We will continue to press for strengthened provisions for marine wildlife conservation as our challenge now is to achieve real change.  New legislation is only the beginning.  The decisions made, and actions taken, over the next five years will determine the future of the UK’s seas.  This is a unique opportunity and we must seize it.”

The Wildlife Trusts’ chief executive, Stephanie Hilborne, added:  “We are indebted to our many thousands of supporters and members, who have helped us to champion the Marine Bill over the past decade.
“We have a vision for the future of the UK’s seas – Living Seas.  In Living Seas, wildlife thrives from the depths of the ocean to the coastal shallows.”

To find out more about The Wildlife Trusts’ Marine Bill Campaign, visit www.wildlifetrusts.org and click on Living Seas.
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