8. Working with Wildlife
· Investigate a Working with Wildlife job – questionnaire, interview and report

· Create a job advertisement

· Imagine you are a fundraiser – design a poster for a forthcoming event

· Complete a job application form – leading to role play interview

TEACHERS’ NOTES

The following information provides pupils with a brief knowledge and understanding of Magor Marsh. The information is accompanied by a basic outline map of the reserve, including the route followed on your visit.

HISTORY OF MAGOR MARSH SITE:

Human habitation of the area dates back to pre- Roman times. By mediaeval times, human habitation was well established; the present layout of reens dates from around the 14th century. Frequent flooding by spring tides probably rendered the area unsuitable for permanent habitation. The worst flood occurred in 1607 and a large number of inhabitants died. Plaques recording this event can be seen in several of the local parish churches. The levels have been drained for thousands of years but it was not until the installation of electric pumps that the levels became much drier and produced the more commonly seen grassland now used for grazing. This has caused the peat to shrink and consequently the level of Magor Marsh has dropped 11 feet since the Roman occupation. It is believed that there has been some form of farming on the levels for almost all of the past 6000 years.
The reserve has a history of use for seasonal grazing prior to 1847 and probably long before that. A mediaeval path known as the Monks Path passes through the reserve and was the old route from the Abbey at Magor onto the saltings of the estuary for cattle grazing. This is dated to the eighth century which shows that the area has been used as a byway, if not actual grazing land, for over 1200 years.

Most of Magor Marsh on the tithe map of 1847 indicates that all the fields were either pasture or meadow which indicates that the marsh is of secondary origin. Similarly, most of the reens were in existence at that time and so it is likely that grazing management was normal practice at that time.

(source: Gwent Wildlife Trust)

TEACHERS’ NOTES

WHAT TO LOOK FOR IN THE SPRING AND SUMMER:

In late Spring the fields are a carpet of different colours. Look closely and you will find Yellow Flag, Meadow Thistle, Yellow Rattle, Ragged Robin and Lesser Speedwell. Don’t forget to record other flowers that you find.
Look out, too, for birds such as the Snipe and Reed Buntings which breed in the rough pastures, and listen out for the Cuckoo in the Summer.

WHAT TO LOOK FOR IN AUTUMN AND WINTER:

Around the pond area, as well as finding resident birds, you can also look out for migrants such as Garganey, Green Sandpiper and Night Heron which visit the marsh on their way to Winter feeding grounds. Then there are the birds that spend the Winter here, such as the Spotted Crake and Teal. Birds of prey such as the Sparrowhawk, Hobby, Kestrel, Buzzard and the Peregrine Falcon, may be seen at any time of the year.

Happy Hunting! 
