Teacher’s Notes

Introduction to Magor Marsh - Foundation Stage and Key Stage 2 

We have developed this resource pack for teachers to use with their classes. We have produced a variety of activities appropriate for different abilities within the primary range.

Our resources are aimed to enhance your visit to the centre, but can also be used in the classroom / school environment to reinforce work. 

The areas for study and resources / activities available are as follows:

1. The Reen

2. Birds at Magor Marsh

3. Mini – beasts

4. Trees

5. Plants and flowers

6. Trails around the reserve

Key words
Here is a list of words that you may want to introduce to your class for discussion before your visit:

Animals & insects

Birds


Plants & Flowers
Otter



Robin


Lady’s smock
Rats




Great tit

Dead nettle
Water vole


Blackbird

Daisy
Fox




Blue tit

Buttercup
Badger



Goldfinch

Dog rose
Dragonfly



Chaffinch

Cow Parsley
Damselfly



Wren

Common Vetch
Butterfly



Greenfinch
White mustard
Beetle



Swan


Hemlock
Ladybird



Dunnock

Snails



Coal tit




Newt




Coot






Moorhen






Buzzard






Heron

This is not a comprehensive list – see teacher’s notes and identification charts in resource pack and at Magor Marsh for further research.
Key words continued:

Adult

habitat

shoot

Alive


hedge

shrub

Animal

insect

smell

Berries

leaf/leaves
smooth

Birds


mammals

stem

Branch

mini-beast

texture

Environment
move


touch

Feathers

pattern

trees

Feed


petals

twig

Feel


plant


undergrowth

Flower

pond


underground

Fruit


reproduce

water

Fur


root

Grass

rough

Grow


senses




shape

1. The Reen

These activities can be used all year around, however the species found will vary. 
All activities can lead to further research and investigation back in your classroom. 



Identification of 


Reen dipping

Sketching

reen animals found





creatures found
Key Questions:

What does it look like?

What does it eat?

How long does it live?

How does it reproduce?

What eats it?

What habitat does it live in?

Resources at Magor Marsh:

Seasonal pond dipping activities
Pond dipping equipment

Specimen jars

Identification sheets

Colouring sheets

Sketching paper and pencils
2. Birds at Magor Marsh
There are many birds to be seen at Magor Marsh. Children can observe the birds from the classroom, the bird hide and whilst walking around the reserve.



Watching from  

   Bird identification
     Texture pictures
the hide/centre






and drawings
Key Questions:

Where do these birds live?

What do they eat?

What is at the wetland for them?

When do they have their young? How many?

Resources at Magor Marsh:
Binoculars

Bird identification sheets

Tally charts

Colouring sheets

Sketching paper and pencils

Soft Toy birds with calls (RSPB)
3. Mini-beasts and their Habitats
Before arriving at the Marshland, you can look at different types of mini-beasts in your school environment. Do pupils know the names of any mini-beasts? What types do they expect to find?









Branch shake

Log pile 


 Identification of one 
 

     investigation
            mini-beast/ drawing/fact file


Lifecycles    Mini-beast hunt






          
    in the grass

Key Questions:

What does it look like?

What colour is it?

What shape is it?

What is its texture?

What does it eat?

Where does it live?

What eats it?

Resources at Magor Marsh:
Specimen pots
Branch shake nets

Minibeasts habitats wall activity

Mini-beasts identification charts

Mini-beasts colouring sheets

Life cycle of a caterpillar game

Sketching paper/ pencils

4. Trees
There are a variety of trees to explore at Magor Marsh. Children could look at and identify different tree types in their school environment prior to the visit, which can then be compared and contrasted with species found at the reserve.










Branch shake
      tree identification
    leaf/tree matching



     fruit/twig

     bark rubbing
            leaf drawing-

    identification




          ½ leaf is copied









      + identified

Key Questions:
What is the name of this tree?

What is its bark like?

What fruit does it have?

What shape are its leaves?
What may live in these trees?

Does this tree have flowers?

Is it deciduous or is it an evergreen?

Can you see any other type of plant on this tree? ( i.e. mistletoe, lichen)

Resources at Magor Marsh:
Branch shaking equipment

Identification sheets

Sketching paper/ pencils

Variety of trees / leaves / fruit matching and identification activities and colouring sheets 

Woodland Puzzle and game

5. Plants and Flowers
There is a wide variety of flowers and plants at Magor Marsh. These are seasonal and will vary. Before you arrive, you could look through the resources and research plants/ flowers found at Magor Marsh and discuss which ones we expect to see at different times of the year.








Collection of grasses

Identification

Flower search 





of flowers and 

using a quadrant





        plants/ drawings
Key Questions:

What is the name of this plant?

What is its texture like?

What colour is it?

Does the flower have petals?

Which animals are attracted to this plant/flower?

How are the seeds dispersed?

Why do different plants grow in different areas of the reserve?

Resources at Magor Marsh:
Flower identification sheets
Quadrants

Colouring sheets

Sketching paper and pencils
6. Trails
Although you are free to walk around the reserve, there are many trails that can also be used. 

The resource pack includes a sensory trail which encourages the children to smell, see, feel and listen to their surroundings. There is also a trail to help you and your class navigate your way around the different areas of the reserve such as the hide, log piles and the reen dipping platforms. 




Sensory trail

Comparison of areas 

Marshland trail





   of the Marshland 
Key Questions:

What can you smell?
What can you hear?

What can you feel? 

What is the texture like?

What can you see?

Why does this plant grow here?

Why does this animal live here?

In what ways is this area of the reserve different from another?

Resources at Magor Marsh:

Trails – symbols and signs to guide

Sensory/ ‘feely’ bags

The Reen





Birds	





Mini-beasts


& their habitats





Tree





Flowers & Plants





Trail 








