Gwent Wildlife Trust: Risk Assessment
	Magor Marsh:

KS1/KS2/KS3/KS4
Educational visits
	Assessed by:

Sian Humphreys / Kathy Barclay
	Date: 17/10/2006

	When?

(before or during)
	Responsibility

	HAZARD
	RISK
	PRECAUTIONS to remove hazard or reduce risk level
	
	

	Various risks identified below
Frequency of water hazards throughout site – drowning risk

Reens & pond (excluding dipping platform) – drowning risk

Use of dipping platform - drowning risk [see also Weil’s disease below]

Slips, trips and falls

Slips, trips and falls (boardwalks)

Animals

Health hazards and diseases particularly Weil’s Disease (Leptospirosis)
Sun exposure

Exposure

Moving vehicles in car park
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	- Instruct children/staff/helpers in a briefing covering all relevant points detailed below, particularly dangers of reens, behaviour around water, swans, livestock & poisonous plants
- Children to be supervised at all times anywhere within site; water hazards occur at high frequency throughout Magor Marsh.

- Avoid edges of reens
- Check that rails along edge of bridges are secure – if not avoid bridge rails and inform Trust office to get prompt repair undertaken

- Only cross reens using the bridges

- Beware of reens not identifiable when overgrown

- do not use dipping platform unless following procedures below

- Walk in single file

- Avoid overstretching, and ensure footing is firm

- Identify any tripping hazards

- Leader to have suitable strong stick to help someone get out of the reen if they fall in.

- Move around the reserve on the paths and boardwalks, observing obstacles and conditions of ground/surfaces
- check boardwalks for loose netting and take note of danger signs where appropriate.
- informing Trust office of any hazards to get prompt repair undertaken.
- pay special attention to condition of surface and trip hazards whilst using boardwalks
- Avoid livestock, and do not excite the animals – do not enter areas if cattle are present

- Warn children about swans, and avoid them; note active swan nests pose particular danger

- Avoid contact with dogs even if their owners are present (note, the Trust does not allow dogs at Magor Marsh but this is not always adhered to)
- Do not eat any plants or animals encountered on site; warn children about dangers, pointing out hemlock water-dropwort in particular

- Cover all cuts with waterproof plasters.

- Avoid touching eyes, mouth & face

- Wash hands before eating and drinking
- Wear appropriate clothing and hat. Apply sun screen. Carry drinking water.
- Ensure children wear appropriate clothes and footwear

- Prepare children for safety within car park and close gates during visits
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	Group Leader/Teacher


Risk Assessment Review Date (if appropriate): April 2007 (with subsequent reviews taking place annually)
N.B: First Aid Kit /Mobile phones to be carried by group leader/s at all times. All group leaders to be familiar with emergency procedures. (See attached)
L = Low Risk, M = Medium Risk, H = High Risk

Contact: Mr Roger Finn.Seddon House, Dingestow .Mon.01600 740358(.Mob:0778856546)


Mr Julian Branscombe (Mob::07748321989)
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The designated group leader will take charge in an incident/accident and will ensure that all emergency procedures are in place. They will:
· Assess the situation- establish the nature and extent of the emergency as quickly as possible.
· Instruct the designated First Aider to attend to the casualty/casualties as necessary (key workers should also be involved)
· Ensure that the remaining members of the group are safe and looked after.
· Inform everyone who needs to know of the incident/accident and affirm that emergency procedures are being followed.
· Ensure an accident/incident is reported immediately in the accident book.

      (Forms must be filled out clearly and accurately.)

In case of accident when person is still mobile:

1. First Aid to be carried out by designated First Aider if appropriate.

2. If it is considered that no hospital treatment is required then child can continue with activity.
3. If hospital treatment is required then two adults should escort child to Royal Gwent Hospital Newport, A&E (see directions sheet) leaving one or more adults to supervise the group. DO NOT get into a one to one situation with any child. The child’s parent must be informed – either through using the parental consent system or the visiting school’s own system.
4. As soon as possible ring Gwent Wildlife Trust office, Dingestow (01600 740358), to inform of accident/incident.
5. The remainder of the group should be supervised ay all times, escorted to the car park and, if possible, return to school or home.
In case of accident where person is immobile:

1. First Aid to be carried out by First Aider if appropriate.
2. Emergency services should be contacted immediately either by mobile phone or the telephone in the office at the centre.

3. Full time Gwent Wildlife Trust staff (Dingestow) should be contacted (01600 740358) as soon as possible.
4. Parents of the injured should be contacted either through using the ‘consent system’ or the visiting school’s own system.

5. Two adults to remain with the injured child, the rest of the group should be escorted to the car park to await emergency services. This group should remain supervised by an adult at all times.
Directions

to the Royal Gwent Hospital

· Turn left out of the centre car park onto the ‘Whitewall’ Road.

·  Follow the road for about ½ mile. Turn right, crossing over the narrow railway bridge onto Newport Road.

· Drive past the Priory on your right and through the housing estate.

· At the junction, turn left onto the B4245.

· Follow the road signs to the M4 motorway, turn right onto the M4 slip road. 

· Follow directions to Newport.

· Leave the M4 motorway at Junction 28 taking the Cardiff Road into Newport.

· Continue along this road, following the signs for the Royal Gwent Hospital A&E Department.

Magor Marsh Reserve


Emergency Procedures











