Making a model dragonfly

(From Water Watch Activity Pack, The Wildlife Trusts) 

To make a dragonfly you will need: two 30cm lengths of strong, bendable wire, two long coloured pipe-cleaners, two medium-sized beads or buttons, and coloured cellophane (old sweet wrappers) or sellotape.

Try and produce some copies of actual species if you can. You can add your models to a wall mural showing the plants at the water's edge, or use them to make a mobile.


To attach the beads, thread them through each pipe cleaner and wrap the ends back on themselves.
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To finish making the body, twist the pipe-cleaners together. The beads make up the dragonfly's eyes.
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Make two sets of wings by bending each piece of wire into a double set. Leave spare wire in the middle. Wrap each wing with cellophane or cover with sellotape and colour in with indelible felt pens.
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Wrap loose wire from the middle of wings firmly around the body, a quarter of the way along from the eyes to complete the dragonfly. 
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